
TO: Ohio Elections Commission 
77 S. High St.,  Suite 1850
Columbus, Ohio 43215

FROM: Niki Frenchko (Complainant) 
170 Kenilworth Ave. SE
Warren, Ohio 44483
(330) 717-6454

RE: Violation of Elections Commission Rule by:
Dan Polivka
160 S. Country Club Dr. 
Warren, Ohio 44484
(330) 233-2024

DATE: October 11, 2020

ETHICS RULE VIOLATED:
ORC 3517.21 Infiltration of campaign - false statements in campaign materials - election of 
candidate.
(B) No person, during the course of any campaign for nomination or election to public office or 
office of a political party, by means of campaign materials, including sample ballots, an 
advertisement on radio or television or in a newspaper or periodical, a public speech, press 
release, or otherwise, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the outcome of such campaign do 
any of the following:
(10) Post, publish, circulate, distribute, or otherwise disseminate a false statement concerning a 
candidate, either knowing the same to be false or with reckless disregard of whether it was false 
or not, if the statement is designed to promote the election, nomination, or defeat of the 
candidate.

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLAINT

SUMMARY OF VIOLATION:
Dan Polivka sent mass countywide mailers, and advertised in newspapers a knowingly false 
statement intended to affect the outcome of a campaign. The statement was designed to defeat 
a candidate. I, Niki Frenchko, am the candidate about whom Polivka is making false statements.  
Pursuant to ORC 3517.21 (B)(10)- this is flagrant elections violation.
 
The false statement is the last checkmark on the literature and advertisement which reads:
 “Dan is the only candidate who maintains his residence in Trumbull County.” (a true and 
accurate copy of the online version of the Buckeye Review is attached, and can be viewed 
online at https://www.thereviewnewspapers.com/.  A true and accurate message from a voter 
showing the postcard, and her question about the false statement. 

Polivka also spoke publicly in a WKBN news interview on October 8, 2020, and stated similar, 
knowingly false statements about me, which were intended to defeat a candidate.  A true an 
accurate transcript of the blatant dishonesty is a follows, “My opponent lives in Mentor…..5 days 
a week in Mentor, and ya know we need more than a weekend commissioner.” This is available 
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for your viewing at https://www.wkbn.com/elections/5-questions-for-commissioner-candidates-
dan-polivka-and-nikki-frenchko/ 

These are knowingly false statements, as Mr. Polivka’s campaign operatives made an effort to 
remove me from the ballot by challenging my residency. I won the dispute on September 8, 
2020, in a 4-0 ruling in my favor, by the Trumbull County Board of Elections, in which I had to 
prove my residency against false allegations. It was determined that I am a resident of Trumbull 
County and that I do maintain my home here. I further attest, herein, that I do maintain my home 
& residence in Trumbull County at 170 Kenilworth Ave. SE, Warren, Ohio 44483, and that I am 
not “only here on weekends.”.

Attached please find a true and accurate copy of an article from the Tribune Chronicle from 
9/8/20, entitled “Board rules Frenchko is a Trumbull resident” which states “Warren— The 
Trumbull County Board of Elections voted 4-0 today, determining that Republican commissioner 
candidate Niki Frenchko is a resident of the county. Also attached is a true and accurate copy of 
a Tribune Chronicle article from 9/9/20 entitled, “Elections board ends residency debate- Votes 
unanimously that Frenchko is Trumbull inhabitant” which states, “WARREN — The Trumbull 
County Board of Elections voted 4-0 Tuesday in determining that Trumbull County 
commissioner candidate Niki Frenchko is a county resident,” and further quotes the Board of 
Elections President, Mark Alberini, as saying, “After all the evidence that was provided, the 
board voted unanimously that she is a resident of Trumbull County,” he said. “And that is it. She 
has a house. She pays the bills there. She always has demonstrated an intent to return there, 
and that checks all the boxes for residency. It is hard to refute that.”

Mahoning Matters also published an online article entitled, “Trumbull elections board: Frenchko 
is a valid commissioner candidate,” on 9/9/20, which stated, “During the four-hour hearing 
Tuesday, Frenchko presented various documents identifying her residency, such as tax bills for 
her home at 170 Kenilworth Ave. SE, Warren, and her driver’s license and vehicle registrations, 
and pointed to her Trumbull County voting record, said elections Director Stephanie Penrose.” 
This article in its true and accurate form is also attached. 

This was a widely publicized, failed effort to challenge my residency, and the outcome was on 
TV news stations, as well.  

I request that Mr. Polivka be made to retract all false statements against me, and that he 
immediately cease from publishing and circulating this false information that was known to him. I 
request sanctions to the fullest extent of the law, as a 37 year political office holder should be 
aware of policy surrounding election law.

I am emailing this to Mr. Polivka at his office, to his ad representatives at the Buckeye review & 
Tribune Chronicle on Sunday, October 11, 2020. I am sending him this complaint via regular 
mail to his residence in effort for him to cease from continuing in this election violation ahead of 
your investigation, and to stop his dishonesty to Trumbull County voters. Should more of the 
same advertisement be mailed, distributed or published in print or television news outlets, I will 
forward it to you as an addendum to this complaint. 

The meeting minutes from the Trumbull County Board of Elections hearing on September 8, 
2020 would also prove that this is Polivka’s assertion are false. They are not online, but could be 
forwarded to you upon request if further information is required.
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Everything contained in this three page complaint to the Ohio Elections Commission was  
researched and prepared by me, and is true an accurate to the best of my knowledge.

___________________________________________
Niki Frenchko  Date

___________________________________________
Signed and sworn before a Notary Public      Date
Joseph P. Szeman, Attorney at Law, My commission has no expiration date.
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