
Resolution 

23. RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE HEARING OFFICER TO DENY THE FIVE-YEAR PROFESSIONAL 
INTERVENTION SPECIALIST TEACHING LICENSE AND FIVE-YEAR 
PROFESSIONAL PRINCIPAL LICENSE APPLICATIONS AND TO REVOKE 
THE FOUR-YEAR PUPIL ACTIVITY PERMIT OF COREY A. YOAKAM 

I RECOMMEND that the State Board of Education ADOPT the following Resolution: 

WHEREAS Corey A. Yoakam has applied for a five-year professional intervention 
specialist teaching license and five-year professional principal license, and held a 
four -year pupil activity permit issued in 2016 with an effective year of 2015; and 

WHEREAS on October 17, 2018, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, on 
behalf of the State Board of Education, notified Corey A. Yoakam of its intent to deny 
or permanently deny his applications for a five-year professional intervention 
specialist teaching license and five-year professional principal license, and/or limit, 
suspend, revoke , or permanently revoke his four-year pupil activity permit issued in 
2016 with an effective year of 2015 pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 3319.31(B)(l). The 
notice was based upon Mr. Yoakam engaging in the following conduct that is 
unbecoming to the teaching profession: on or about the 2015-2016 school year, he 
made two students run, stand for extended periods of time, run up and down stairs, 
and jump on a trampoline as a punishment; on or about April 2016, Mr. Yoakam 
squeezed the neck and shoulder area of a student, causing the student to fall to the 
ground, in a move described by students as a "Vulcan Death Grip" ; on or about the 
2015-2016 school year, Mr. Yoakam, on multiple occasions, poured water on a 
student when the student was sleeping in Mr. Yoakam's class; and on or about the 
2015-2016 school year, Mr. Yoakam made offensive, racial, and sexually charged 
comments to staff and student helpers in his class. Specifically, Mr. Yoakam referred 
to a student helper as "Slumdog Millionaire", referred to a student helper as "Chong" 
and asked the student helper a question to the effect of, "Did you eat fried rice 
today?" , told a student helper that she was going to be a pole dancer, asked a fellow 
teacher to tell a female student not to wear a particular shirt because it was 
distracting as the shirt had a cat on it and the cat's eyes were positioned on the 
student's chest, and referred to a former student as "the Hunchback of Notre Dame" 
and as "the mongoloid looking one". Further, the notice was based upon Mr. Yoakam 
engaging in conduct that is unbecoming the teaching profession on or about May 
2016 when he sent a text message to a co-worker in an attempt to improperly 
influence the co-worker's interview with children services; and 

WHEREAS Mr. Yoakam requested a hearing regarding the State Board of 
Education's intent; and 

WHEREAS a hearing was held on June 27-28, 2019; and 

WHEREAS Mr. Yoakam was present at the hearing, and he was represented by 
counsel; and 
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WHEREAS the hearing officer recommends that Mr. Yoakam's four-year pupil 
activity permit issued in 2016 with an effective year of 2015 be revoked and his 
applications for a five-year professional intervention specialist teaching license and 
five-year professional principal license be denied and that he not be permitted to 
reapply for any license for a period of six months and upon reapplication, he must 
submit written proof that he has completed, at his own cost, eight hours of ethics 
training, eight hours of sexual harassment training, and eight hours of Crisis 
Prevention Intervention training by entities approved by the Ohio Department of 
Education. Further, the hearing officer recommends that should Mr. Yoakam 

obtain a license, permit, or certificate from the State Board of Education, that he be 
subject to administrative reporting for a period of three years indicating whether he 
has engaged in any conduct unbecoming or any other conduct giving rise to 
discipline , at scheduled intervals to be determined by the Ohio Department of 
Education. The hearing officer's recommendation is based upon Mr. Yoakam 
engaging in conduct that is unbecoming to the teaching profession when he became 
overzealous in his attempts to use exercise and deep pressure techniques to control 
student behaviors, when he poured water on a student to wake him up , when he 
made racial and offensive remarks to and about students, and when he sent a text 
message to his classroom aide to instruct her what to say in an upcoming interview 
with children services about allegations against him; and 

WHEREAS the State Board of Education considered the objections to the hearing 
officer's report and recommendation which Mr. Yoakam timely filed; and 

WHEREAS the State Board of Education has considered the factors listed in Rule 
3301-73-21 of the Ohio Administrative Code and has considered the Licensure Code 
of Professional Conduct for Ohio Educators , which contains standards for the 
teaching profession and provides guidelines for conduct that is unbecoming to the 
teaching profession: Therefore, Be It 

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 
3319.31(B)(l), hereby DENIES Corey A. Yoakam's applications for a five-year 
professional intervention specialist teaching license and five-year professional 
principal license and REVOKES Corey A. Yoakam's four-year pupil activity permit 
issued in 2016 with an effective year of 2015 based upon Mr. Yoakam engaging in the 
following conduct that is unbecoming to the teaching profession: on or about the 
2015-2016 school year, he made two students run, stand for extended periods of time, 
run up and down stairs, and jump on a trampoline ; on or about April 2016 , Mr. 
Yoakam squeezed the neck and shoulder area of a student, causing the student to fall 
to the ground, in a move described by students as a "Vulcan Death Grip"; on or about 
the 2015-2016 school year, Mr. Yoakam, on multiple occasions, poured water on a 
student when the student was sleeping in Mr. Yoakam's class; and on or about the 
2015-2016 school year, Mr. Yoakam made offensive and racial comments to staff and 
student helpers in his class. Specifically, Mr. Yoakam referred to a student helper as 
"Slum dog Millionaire", referred to a student helper as "Chong" and asked the student 
helper a question to the effect of, "Did you eat fried rice today?", brought up pole 
dancing in reference to a student, asked a fellow teacher to tell a female student not 
to wear a particular shirt because it was distracting as the shirt had a cat on it and 
the cat's -eyes were positioned on the student's chest, and referred to a former student 
as "the Hunchback of Notre Dame" and as "the mongoloid looking one". Further, the 
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State Board's disciplinary action is based upon Mr. Yoakam engaging in conduct that 
is unbecoming the teaching profession on or about May 2016 when he sent a text 
message to a co-worker telling her what to say during her interview with children 
services regarding the allegations against him. Further, the State Board of 
Education, in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code Rule 3301-73-22(A)(3)(a), 
orders that Corey A. Yoakam be ineligible to reapply for any license, permit, or 
certificate issued by the State Board of Education until on or after June 9, 2020, and 
upon reapplication, Mr. Yoakam must provide written verification to the Ohio 
Department of Education that he has successfully completed, at his own expense, 
eight hours of ethics training, eight hours of sexual harassment training, and eight 
hours of Crisis Prevention Intervention training, with the training to be approved in 
advance by the Ohio Department of Education. Further, should the State Board of 
Education issue a license, permit, or certificate to Mr. Yoakam, he must the complete 
a three-year period of administrative reporting with the administrative reports to be 
due quarterly to the Ohio Department of Education 

indicating whether he has engaged in any conduct unbecoming to the teaching 
profession or any other conduct giving rise to discipline; and, Be It Further 

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education directs the Ohio Department of 
Education, on its behalf, to implement the aforementioned terms and conditions 
regarding Mr. Yoakam's applications and permit. Further, if said terms and 
conditions have not been fulfilled completely upon Mr. Yoakam applying for a new 
license, permit, or certificate, the State Board of Education directs the Ohio 
Department of Education to evaluate any new application in accordance with its 
orders and ensure all outstanding terms and conditions are addressed; and, Be It 
Further 

RESOLVED, That the State Superintendent of Public Instruction be, and he hereby 
is, directed to notify Mr. Yoakam of this action. 

I certify that the above is a true and correct copy of the action taken by the State Board of 
Education at its meeting on December 10, 2019. 

Columbus, Ohio 
December 11, 2019 Paolo DeMaria 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 


