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Keith Bowser, Outstanding Senior in Community Achievement 
Nominated by Barbara Petiya, Retired from Trumbull Mobile Meals 

Keith learned service at a young age. As one of eight children, his mother taught him to care for 
others and practice compassion, patience and determination. He has served Trumbull Mobile 
Meals for 34 years and counting, has been a Knight of Columbus for the last 37 years, gives 
more than 160 hours each year to the Italian American festival, a two time president of the 
Champion Kiwanis Club, is an active member of St. William’s Parish, a volunteer with the 
Fairhaven Workshop, a regular Red Cross blood donor and has served Champion as a township 
trustee for 8 years. He makes sure to bring his grandchildren along on his volunteering 
adventures fostering volunteerism in their young lives. 
 
This winner’s nominator said, “He can delegate as well as follow directions and will roll up his 
sleeves to jump in and help when needed. He has left a legacy of an enduring spirit, gratitude 
and service to the organizations he serves.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joyce Brooks, Outstanding Senior for Professional Excellence 
Nominated by Debra A. Mettee 

This Mahoning County educator served in various leadership capacities throughout her career. 
She was named a Jennings Scholar for teaching excellence. She served as a teacher and 
administrator as well as held many leadership positions in many educational associations. She 
has hired, inspired and trained hundreds of teachers in Mahoning County and the surrounding 
area. She has been a mentor to administrators in all fields of education. She was awarded an 
honorary doctor degree in humane letters. 
 
Her nominator, Debra Mettee, said, “She is different from everyone else I know in that she is a 
continuous inspiration to everyone she knows and meets. She has insight into what a person 
may need at a given moment to encourage and inspire them to be the best they can. She 
models professional leadership and mentors along the way. Her legacy is one of high standards, 
professionalism, support and encouragement for the education community which impacts 
students and suture leaders of the Valley.” 
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Leo H. Connelly, Jr., Outstanding Senior in Community Achievement 
Nominated by Delmas E. Stubbs, Veterans Outreach Coordinator, Mahoning County Veterans 
Service Commission 

Leo spends each day taking care of Veterans and their families. As a Purple Heart Veteran, he 
was inducted into the Ohio Military Hall of Fame for Valor. He was instrumental in the 
dedication of the Women Veterans Memorial Bridges as well as starting the Disabled American 
Veterans Post 2 in Austintown. He has raised more than $18,000 for Toys-For-Tots and 
developed a “Purple Star Room” at Austintown Fitch High School so any child can make a free 
world-wide phone call to a loved one in the military. He also worked with local businesses to 
provide safe housing rehabilitation for a 92 year old World War II veteran who was living in a 
condemned house with his two disabled sons.  The Cleveland Veterans Administration 
recognized him with an award for the more than 4000 volunteer hours he has spent helping 
veterans. 
 
 
 
 
 
Trudie Rose McCoy, Outstanding Senior in Community Achievement.  
Nominated by Kim Osborn, Activity Director, Shepherd of the Valley 

In 2013, this nominee’s mother lost her fight with Alzheimer’s disease. In order to keep her 
mother’s memory alive and give back to others suffering from Alzheimer’s, she began a 
Christmas gift drive called “Opal’s Spirit of Giving. She partners with activity directors at local 
nursing home to identify long term residents with dementia. She works with community 
members to collect holiday gifts to deliver to them. Since 2013, she had delivered hundreds of 
gifts to and plans to continue doing so until a cure for Alzheimer’s is found.  
 
Her nominator, Kim Osborn, said, “She is an example of what giving back and paying it forward 
is all about. She thinks about others in her community that she does not even know to makes 
sure they have a joyful holiday season.” 
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Shirley Millerleile, Outstanding Senior Advocate.  
Nominated by Tim Nelson, CEO, Easter Seals 

Shirley actively works as an advocate for senior programming ranging from home health to 
adult day care to meals and transportation services for seniors. She has helped with passing 
senior levies, written successful grants to secure funding, and spoke with legislators to lobby for 
fair reimbursement and programming support. After years of working as an advocate for 
programming that would increase quality of life, independence and dignity for seniors, life’s 
circumstances bridged the professional passion and personal mission for her. Once her husband 
received a degenerative neurological diagnosis, she spoke with the community as well as 
legislators as a professional and as a caregiver to advocate for greater support and community 
programming. 
 
Tim Nelson, Easter Seals’ CEO said, “Her mission consistently remains unfinished. Whether she 
is advocating for others, performing in her career, running between treatments for her husband 
or providing assiduous attention to his every need, she is never at rest.” 
 
Kenneth Stacey, Easter Seals’ CFO said, “The depth and impact of Easter Seals’ services to the 
senior population would be far less without her extraordinary commitment and effort.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Moses Murphy, Outstanding Senior Advocate 
Nominated by Delmas E. Stubbs, Veterans Outreach Coordinator, Mahoning County Veterans 
Service Commission 

During the 16 years he has worked in his current job, this winner has helped hundreds of senior 
Veterans access the benefits that are available to them. Through his efforts, he has brought 
more than $10 million dollars in benefits to the Veterans and their dependents in Mahoning 
County. A nationally accredited Veterans service officer, he is a lifelong member of AMVETS and 
a critical member of the team at the Mahoning County Veterans Service Commission. He 
spends his days assisting families resolving problems and concerns as a result of service to our 
country and is well known in the community as a “go-to” when needing help providing 
resources to a Veteran.  
 
He said, “I have no formal awards associated with the job I do. More important to me is over 
the 16 years I’ve been a service officer, I have had the honor of meeting and most of all helping 
the deserving veterans and their families secure the benefits they are entitled to. I was raised 
to believe helping people is both a gift and a duty. The greatest distinction I can have is the 
trust of those veterans, their widows and families I have helped claim their rightful and well-
deserved benefits. “ 
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Charles Darling, Cliff & Lillie Johnson Memorial Award for Timeless Service to the Community 

Charles was born in Medford, MA in 1932 and graduated from Abington High School.  He 
moved to Youngstown with his parents, Charles and Anne where he graduated from 
Youngstown State University before serving in the U.S. Army as a medical technician. After 
leaving the military, Charles earned an M.A.  in History from Ohio University and later received 
additional training at Penn State and The Ohio State University.  He served as department chair 
of social studies at Springfield Local School (Ohio) where he had a huge impact, engaging 
students with stimulating questions, causing them to really think about who was right or wrong 
in historical world events; successfully stretching their discernment, investigation, patience and 
even frustration over unknown facts.  Before joining the history department at YSU, he taught 
classes in American economic, social and cultural history, American folk music, and the Vietnam 
War at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  He retired in 1995 as Professor Emeritus 
of History. 
 
His well-known “Folk Festival Show” on WYSU celebrated its 48th season in 2018. Darling wrote 
two science fiction novels, “Gamma Connection” and “End Games,” as well as two books on 
American folk music, “The New American Songster” and “Messages of Dissent: Struggle Songs 
in American History.”  
 
He was also president of the Youngstown Torch Club, which he joined in the early 1970s. In 
2009, he received the Internal Association of Torch Clubs’ Paxton Award for his paper, “The 
Origins of American Involvement in Vietnam.”  
 
On his passing, Charles also left a $2.2 million gift to establish an endowed faculty position at 
YSU.   
 
“Professor Darling left an indelible imprint on YSU and the entire Mahoning Valley,” said YSU 
President Jim Tressel.  “We thank him for remembering his alma mater in his estate.  His legacy 
will live forever through this faculty position.” 
 
The Charles Darling Distinguished Faculty Chair in American Social History at YSU will be a full-
time professor position in the Department of History in the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences. 
 


