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Interview with Claudia Hoerig 

Interviewed by Det. Michael Vannucci (Trumbul l County Sheriff's Office) 

Also present in room: Bill Boldin (US Marshall) 

Case# 07-016517 
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What we do is we record everything. So I' m just letting you know this thing's 

running. Okay. 

Okay. 

Now, before we even get started okay, and like I said, from way back when, ah, 

2007 I was working this case, okay. There's been a lot of time in between. All 

right . 

11 years. 

Yes . Exactly. But what I want to talk to you about before we can even get started 

is, I want to make sure you understand, we're gonna treat you fairly . Okay. I'm 

not sure about you know, Brazil and how things go down there but up here 

we're gonna do things exactly how we're supposed to. Okay. And I'm sure, and 

I'm sure Bill has told you that . 

Yes . 

Okay. Um, now from my understanding, from what I hear that while you were on 

the plane, on the plane ride up here, you gave these guys a statement about 

what happened, is that, 

Yeah, partial. Yes . 

Okay great. Now. What I want, what I want to ask you now is, and I want to 

make sure that you, you knew. You don't have to talk to us. Okay that's first and 

foremost . I would love to hear your side of the story. Okay. But what I need to do 

is I need to make sure that you understand what your rights are . Okay. Now you 

had a lawyer down in Brazil is that right, how he knew this case down there. 

Okay. Obviously he's not up here . We want to talk to you; um we can talk to you 

without a lawyer which is your choice. 

It doesn't matter to me. Either way. 

So you're willing to talk to us without a lawyer. 

Yes . 

And you're sure of that? 

I have nothing to hide . 
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Okay great. And I, just understand something. As much as I can't wa it to hear 

what you have to say, I need to, it's more important to me to make sure that you 

understand, 

I do understand my rights. 

Okay. You understand that you, you've been charged with murder. 

I have the right. I have the right to stay silent. I know that. 

Okay. 

But if I want to talk, it doesn't bother me to talk to you . 

Okay. Great. We're gonna get to that . You do understand, just one more 

question. You do understand that when you get arraigned , you know your 

arraignment is when you actually get formally, that you go see the judge about 

the charges, you've been charged with murder. 

Yeah . 

They're gonna assign you a lawyer. And you're willing to talk to me now without 

that lawyer around . 

Doesn't bother me. 

Okay. Wonderful. 

So I will tell you Chris. I had to te ll him everything that we talked about. 

Yeah cuz it (inaudible) laughing. 

Was an 8 hour flight . 

I talk a lot and I had (inaudible) temper tantrum. 

This is the paperwork that I told you . Remember when we were on the plane 

talking to you and we said that we would have certain things that we had to do 

that, we couldn't ask you questions. 

Yeah . 

But this is the paperwork that has to be done before we can ask any of those 

follow up questions . 

Yes . No problem . 

Okay. Again this isn't much different than how they do things down there . 

Everything is out in the open and above board. 

Yeah. 

Nobody's trying tq, 

Yeah. Yeah . 

That's the one thing we usually shrug at . We are not here to trick you . Okay. We 

are here to make sure . Again , I'm not . 

I understand . 

I don't know how things are in Brazil but, 

You can ask me any question . 
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We're gonna, believe me, I'm gonna ask you so many questions, you're gonna be 

tired of me by the time this is over. 

No. I will, 

I will tell you this, from the time that we spent together, it's very important to 

her, correct me if I'm mistaken . That you (inaudible). And she was reading a lot 

of things in the news and seeing the things reported and she wants to fill in 

those blanks, the things that weren't correct. Is that fair? Is that kind of how this 

thing started? 

Yeah, 

Okay. Awesome. Awesome . How about we do this . Claudia, can you read and 

write the English language? 

Yes . 

Okay. What I'm gonna do is, these are your constitutional rights under Miranda, 

okay. This section . Put those on please. This section right here, from here to 

here, those are your Constitutional rights. And what I'll do is I'll read those to 

you and I'll ask you that you follow along. 

Sure. 

You ' ll see at the end of each sentence there's a blank space . What I want you to 

do is put your initials there if you understand it. If you don't understand it ask 

me and I'll be more than happy to explain it . Once we get through that, when we 

get down here, this paragraph's called your Waiver of rights and again I'll read 

that and what that basically says is that you understand what your rights are and 

you're willing to waive at this time and talk to us. 

Yeah . Hum hun. 

So you take this end and follow along with me. Before we ask you any questions, 

you must understand your rights. If that's true initial there. 

It's been so long (laughing) . Ah, see, 

You have the right to remain silent . That you already told me you knew. 

Hum hun . 

Anything you say can be used against you in court. You have the right to talk to a 

lawyer for advice before we ask you any questions and to have him with you 

during questioning. 

I waive that. 

You waive that is that what you said? 

Yeah, don't worry. I don't have a problem with that . 

Okay. Urn, if you cannot afford a lawyer one will be appointed for you before any 

questioning if you wish . If that's true, initial here . 

Okay. 
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If I answer questions now without a lawyer present you still have the right to 

stop answering at any time. You also have the righ t to stop answering anytime 

until you talk to a lawyer. 

Yeah . 

Now this is t he waiver of rights . I have read or have had read to me this 

statement of my Constitutional rights and I understand what my rights are. I'm 

willing to make a statement and answer questions. I do not want a lawyer at t hi s 

time . I understand and know what I am doing. No promises or threats have been 

made to me and no pressure or coercion of any kind has been used against me. 1 

therefore waive my rights and agree to make a statement. If that is true, please 

sign there. 

Yes . That doesn't mean that I cannot have, I will not have a lawyer. 

You know, you will. This just means that you will talk to us right now without a 

lawyer present. 

Sure. 

You will get a ·lawyer assigned to you if you cannot afford one . Absolutely . And 

that will probably happen as soon as tomorrow. 

You got to sign that too. 

Okay. Now what I want to do is, I kind of just want to start off, (inaudible) for a 

long time. 

Yeah . 

Now what name are you going by, are you going by Claudia or you going by, 

what do you want me to call you? 

Chris . 

You want me to call you Chris? 

Yes . 

I'm gonna start off with today's date and time and I' m gonna introduce myse lf as 

well. Okay. I'll start out, I'll introduce myself. I'll introduce Bill . Hi, introduce 

yourself. 

Sure. 

Okay and then what we' ll do is you know, I' ll ask your date of birth , you know 

that kind of stuff and then what we're gon na do is, get into what happened 11 

years ago. 

Okay. 

I mean it's been a long, long time . 

Okay. 

Okay. Today's date is Wednesday January lih, 2018 . The time is 9 :32PM . 

Speaking is Detective Sergeant Mike Vannucci with the Trumbull County Sheriff's 
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Office . We' re current ly in t he invest igative divis ion of the Sheriff's Office . Also 

present in the room is, ah , from the US Marshall's Offi ce ah , Bill Bold in . Bill f o r 

voice recognition purposes, please state your name. 

Ah my name is Bill Boldin . I' m a senior detective wit h t he US Marshal l. 

Great. Thank you . And we are sitting here with, please state you r name. 

Claudia Christina Hoerig. 

Claudia Christina Hoerig. Now Claudia you are here. 

Chris . 

Chris . 

I'm gonna call you Chris . You are here right now ah, you've been charged , what, 

almost 11 years ago you were charged here with the murder of your husband . 

His name was Karl Hoerig, is that correct? 

Yeah. 

Okay. Now in the meantime you just got, came back from a flight from Brazil is 

that true? 

Yes . That's true. 

Okay. Um, now where were you living in Brazil? Do you have an address down 

there where you were living? 

Yeah . 

Well your former address. 

CLSW 504, um, Block A. Apartment 145. The name of the town (inaudible) and 

the name of the village Brasilia . That's it. 

That's quite an address. 

(laughing) . 

I' ve been there for 2 days, I know. That' s quite an address. 

Yes . 

Chris, what's your date of birth? 

Um, August 23rd, 64. 

That makes you how old? 

53 . 

Okay and you were a US citizen . Do you have a social security number? Do you 

know what your social is? 

167-76-4599. 

Wow (inaudible) . 

I know. (inaudible) I remember the number. 

She's impressed me. 

I' m shocked. 
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She's impressed me; she's impressed me with numbers t he whol e tri p. Sh e's a 

natural. She's a numbers person . 

No, that's shocking. I'm shocking myself now. 

Now before we get into . I'm anxious to learn about what happened and how you 

ended up in jail down in Brazil. But we' ll get to that . That's kind of towards the 

end. 

(inaudible) . 

We're gonna be talking for a while. Don ' t you worry? Um, but I kind of want to 

start at the beginning. I want to go back to March 15th' 2007. 

You're gonna start from the, from the end. 

The beginning of the end. Yeah. 

I'll talk backward s. It's gonna start backwards . 

(inaudib le) what you had already talked to Monty and I on the plane . I think that, 

that would be a very good place to start. Because you said a lot of, the most 

important things that you wanted to tell us. 

I was all over the place though so I don't know if I can repeat that, you'll have to 

help me. 

Well here's what will happen . You can jump all over the place; you're allowed to 

do that. And then what we'll do is, we'll try to re ign you back in. We'll try to 

bring you back in and try to make sense of it. I like to, the way I find over the 

years is I like to talk, we ta lk in order. Like say the day that this happened and we 

kind of move forward from there . That seems to jog the memory fairly well. But 

you can tell me whatever you want to tell me and then we'll go back. We'll go 

forward. What would be easier for you, how about that? 

Bill. 

Yes . I know how hard, 

I want to be fair to the family . But I don't want to be unfair to myself. If I say only 

a few things and I don't say the whole thing. 

Right. 

I'm gonna look very bad . 

1 think that, what I would like you to do and this is entirely up to you . You just 

talk about the things that you talked about with us, the things that you were 

already comfortable with . The things that you told us, how many okay and then 

we (inaudible) of the things that you want to tell you us, we will let you do that . 

If we have some questions we will ask you. If you're comfortable answering 

them you can. If you don't want to then you don't have to. But I think for me 

anyway. 
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If I only tell the things that I did and I don't say the things that he did, that's up to 

me. 

Yeah . I agree . But the things, 

Cuz I was telling him that I didn't want to say all the bad things that he did to me 

because I didn't want his family, which are very good people to know the real 

person that he was. Because I liked those people. They are very good people. 

And they don't know everything about that night. 

I understand . Here's what I'll tell you about that . 

And if I tell you, oh yeah . This is what I did . I did this, this, this but I don't tell you 

what led into this, that's my concern . Either te ll you everything. 

Right. 

I'm still confused about. 

Here's what I'll tell you, the stage is yours. You tell me, you tell us whatever you 

want to tell us. Okay. We're not gonna control or put words in your mouth . 

Whatever you feel comfortable telling us. 

You know my, you heard my story. I was emotional when I told you my story. 1 

don't completely remember um, what part, ah, in sequence in which I told you, 

do you understand . If you could help me. 

Would it help you if I asked you some ofthe questions? 

Yeah . 

Based on what we talked about earlier. 

Yes, yes, yes . You can help me. 

And we can start with that . 

You can help me. Yes . Yes . Because see, one thing is for me to talk the way 1 

talked on the plane, I was more relaxed. 

You were more relaxed, it was, 
Yeah, I was totally relaxed because my memory shut down, it doesn't, 

It's a little sketchy. 

I feel like I' m under pressure to explain things. I didn't feel that way on the plane . 

Right and you're not and you're not gonna be under any pressure . I'm not gonna 

talk to you any differently now than I did on the plane. 

Only because I feel like I, if I only get the chance to say this much ah, and I don't 

say the whole thing I' m gonna incriminate myself, make myself look like a 

terrible person and I' m not gonna say why. 

I won't, 

And the why is, the part, it's that part that I sadly didn't want to say to protect 

the family from knowing. 

(inaudible) . 
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It's very hard for a parent t o know, do you have child ren? 

I do . 

To know bad things about their child . Isn't it? 

It is . 

I don't want to hurt that family . You know. 

I understand . 

They already lost their son. And I don't want them to know certain parts of his 

ah, personality because I can't bring him back. I will not, um, it will not change 

the outcome of my ah, of the (inaudible) . I'm certain that ah, I'm gonna get, 

what's the word . 

Convicted. 

Convicted. I'm prepared for that and to me it doesn't matter anymore . I'm 53 

but I don't feel like 53 . I feel like 103 . So to me you know, what 103, expecting to 

doing what with her life, you know. 

I understand. I'm gonna help you here in a little bit . 

Yeah, help me because, 

I, when we were talking on the plane . Tony and I both said that we would not lie 

to you. We had a good conversation. 

Yes. 

And we did tell you that the thing that you said to us, we can't keep secret. You 

know, I mean, we have to report what was sa id . So really alii would like to do 

right now is talk a little bit about the things that you told us on the plane. Ah, 

you did say some things that were very important that none of us knew. And if 

we didn't know this before and I think those, t hat's a very important part of this 

story. And it's a very important part ofthe entire story about what happened . 

Can you give me a piece of paper cuz I feel better organizing (inaudible) . 

You want to write a summary? 

Yeah, yeah. Yeah . 

Okay. 

Let me ask you this . 

Not (inaudible). Having a piece of paper in front of me, ah, helps me out. 

Let me ask you this Chris. Would you do it the way Bill talked about doing it? Is 

that easier for you? What if I just asked you to explain, tell you when we got to 

the house, this is what we saw, can you tell us how this happened? Wou ld that, 

would t hat be something, 

No, no. That's not how I want to do . 

You don' t want to do that, okay. Okay how do you want to tell me th e story? 

Bill, what do you think? 
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I think, I think that, 

What part (inaudible)? 

I th ink what is important is a couple ofthings that you said, that led up t o what 

happened that day. You said when you were talking about how things happened 

that day and that it wasn't something that you planned in advance. But how did 

it happen and the reason why it happened. You said to him about being 

pregnant and his response to that . And what happened after he came out of the 

shower, the same thing you said . I think that, that is a very important part of this 

story and I think that you can tell us a little bit of that part . 

Okay. Um 4:00 and I took the medicine. 

Yes, yes that. See let's. We're here on the airplane, we're talking. You, Karl took 

you to the hospital. Remember that's kind of how we started talking about them . 

He took you to the hospital for a mental evaluation because you had tried to kill 

yourself (inaudible). 

Well, I that's a very summarized version . The story is long, very long. But yes. We 

met through the internet. 

Hum hun. On a web site. 

On a web site. 

What was that web site called? Was it match.com? 

I think so yeah . And we dated for 2 months . 2 months ah, over the internet. He 

found me. I was in New York . He was here. He found me and he put a lot of 

pressure on me to date him . I said but why I, would you want to date a woman in 

New York when you live in Ohio. He said no problem because I can, I' m a pilot 

and I, I can work anywhere in the US that I want . And there is a base that is 

about 1 hour from New York and I, I can ask them to transfer me from the Air 

Force. I can transfer to New York, to there . And I, I really, I said well um, I don't 

remember exactly what I said but he said, I can prove to you that I can be, just 

tell me what day you want to meet, me to be there and I'll be there . This, 1 think 

I told him today or tomorrow or the next day and he was there . 

He showed up. 

He showed up . 

Did he f ly out there? 

Yeah . 

So you met him that day. 

I met him that day and I was like man, he's not lying. 

Pretty impressive. 

It was impress, yeah, I was impressed. And he was a really good looking guy 

showed up so well dressed up and some hot pants, some, looked like leather 
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mate ri al he was very well dressed. He very good looking, why would he want me 

so bad, but because I want him to, t o t ell the lonesom e we ll , he, he cracked to 

me, he want to marry me at any cost and, 

Right there that day? 

That day. 

Wow, did he say you were dating for like two months . 

We dated for 2 months. 

Ok. 

Yeah. 

So he was talking about getting married the first day? 

The first day. 

Wow, Wow. 

Yeah, but I was in New York . We dated long distance. He was in Ohio, we dated 

over the phone. I went there once, no, he went there to New York once and 1 

came to Ohio once, then our next our next date was in ah Ohio ( inaudible) . 

Putt N Bay? 

Putt N Bay, yes Putt N Bay and that day I thought that man was crazy, he had um 

made the engagement party, that that he he invite all his friends there and he 

prepared an engagement party for us without telling me that he was getting 

engaged to me and everybody said to me oh Chris, congratu lations, 

congratulations, and I was like yeah yeah but I didn 't know what they were 

congratulating me for. My engagement, 

Did he give you a ring? 

No, never gave me a ring ever. This was all phony, our engagement party. 

Wow. 

And that day, the day he took us to Putt N Bay, his brother Paul drove us to the 

ferry. 

Hum, hum the boat that you take over there . 

And they were talking my wedding party . How do you know, there w as wedding 

party there . What are you talking about? 

He planned the wedding without you . 

Yeah . It was bizarre. But um, I was (inaudible) . If I don 't marry him now, he can 

change his mind so I was pressured into it . So our wedding day, double dip, we 

met few times and then were going to look like a, 

Wow. 

Wow. That was quick wasn 't it? 

Yeah . 
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That was, we started talking about that, we were all looking at each other just 

amazed at that . Usually it's the other way around ; usually the woman plans it 

real fast. That' s usually the way it happens. 

No, no, no . It was a lot of pressure into me. And ah, the thing is that he didn't 

pay for a thing. He always forgot his wallet. Always. I think for all the trips, my 

trip to go to, to come to Ohio from New York. 

What did you do for a living back then? 

I'm an accountant . 

Accountant. 

Um, so I paid for my, my move to bring him all my furniture here. I paid for all 

the food in the house. I paid for our wedding. I paid for everything in the house. 

So after we got married he surprised me. His 16 year old son that lived in ah, was 

it North Carolina . 

Right. 

With his mother, he brought his son to live with us. So we got married on June 

30th, of 2005. And we went to Las Vegas. When I came back, when we came back 

from Las Vegas, his son was living in his house. I didn't know that. Okay so ah, 

we, we wasn't working at the end of month of July and I (inaudible) wasn't 

working in August. He left. He left for a course in Texas. It was a three to four 

month course because he worked full time for the air force and he decided to 

urn, he didn't want to work full time for the air force anymore. He went to work 

for Southwest. Southwest, full time for southwest, full time and part time for 

Southwest, part time for the air force . He use, he told me. He use to make 130 

thousand with the air force. I don't know if it was true. I never saw his check o r 1 

never saw his bank account. I never had a joint account with his name. I never 

saw one dollar of the man's money. Never. Never gave me any of his money. 

Nothing, nothing. I paid all the bills in the house. No, I didn't, he paid the electric 

and the mortgage. Everything else was with me. All the food, clothing for, for 

him . I bought his clothes. His clothes, his son's clothes. Everything else, going out 

for dinner, everything else was on me. So I remember he told me that with the 

air force he was gonna make ah, the air force, he was gonna make 25 thousand 

and southwest about 40. I think all together was no more than 65 thousand. 

That's quite a pay cut. 

You know why? Because he wanted, he liked a crazy life style . That's the part I 

didn't want to expose him . You know. 

1 know, but didn't you talk to me about it and something had to come out. You ' re 

doing good and (inaudible) . Th is is an important part of your story. 
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He wanted a crazy life style. Both, doing all kinds of perverted stuff. Men, 

woman, everything. Everything. And um so you can have an idea of what life 

style he liked. He was addicted to a TV show called Mile High . You can look it up 

on you tube. It's about um (inaudible) with every, (inaudible) had sex with 

everyone . He wanted that life style . And he (inaudible) . He had sex with men and 

woman. He was ah, you know. (inaudible) . 

And he told you this? 

Ah, 

I think you're gonna need more paper. 

You just passed the hardest part . Okay. When we were talking earlier that was 

the part that you (inaudible) . 

(inaudible). 

You're doing really well. And I know that you're worried about that and, 

(inaudible) . Don't tell that to his family, please. 

You've given us. You've given us a very (inaudible) . 

(inaudible). family, you know. 

Do you remember when we sat on the airplane, and said even if it's a bad story 

they wou ld want to know what happened and why, that everybody wants to 

know. 

And you know there's only one . There's only one person with a story. Chris. This 

is the way I like to tell people sitting in your chair right there. You get one chance 

to tell your story. And this is it . I can't control what you tell me but I'm gonna tell 

you this is, this is the one time you're gonna get to sit here. We are not gonna be 

able to do this again. Me and you are not gonna sit across from each other at this 

table again. This is your one chance to make it all count. And that's what you 

need to remember. I know you, you said it more than enough, you're not trying 

to, you like the family. You don't want to hurt the family. 

Because their alive and he's dead. 

Right . My answer to you is, the truth speaks volumes. There is nothing like the 

truth. Whether people are gonna like the truth or not, you have to deal with it. 

Do you follow what I'm saying? That's the way, I think, I think you, I think you're 

better at telling your story however you want to tell it . But this is your chance . 

Yeah . The story that I'm telling you, who's gonna hear it? Them? 

Absolutely . 

A lot of things have happened. Just because (inaudible). Just because you tell us 

things, doesn't mean the family (inaudible) read this report or see this. They're 

not gonna hear everything that you tell us . Okay. At some point and time some 

of these things may be discussed . But the family is not gonna be sitting there 
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when you're in court and (inaudible). Things you're telling us aren't going, aren't 

necessary going to be told to them right away. Okay. 

Right away but at one point they will. 

At some point and time they may hear some of these things . And again, like 1 

said, I already have to report the things that I heard you say, that's my 

obligation, that's my. So I'm gonna have to divulge this. I would much rather with 

Mike sitting here, hear them from you so we get it right. 

And hearing from you probably helps, helps, like help people understand what 

ended up happening. 

Yeah . 

You rea lly enlightened me when we were ta lking. I really want him to hear that . 

I si ncere ly want them to hear what you have to say. 

Okay. I have to, to sort, it's very long, has many parts to it. I have to summarize it 

because otherwise we'll be here all. 

I'll tell you what, if you summarize it, then we' ll go·back and hit on the high lights, 

how about that? 

Yeah, yeah. Okay. So July, Ju ly. So the month of July we spent together. We 

ma rried on June 30th and we spent together July. Ah, no rea lly, no really as soon 

as we got married in Las Vegas. I paid for t he whole trip. I paid for everything 1 

decided I didn't want to be married to him anymore . 

Right after you got married? 

After, right after we got married . So I went back to New York . I went back to New 

York to my job and because I, I lied to my boss and I told her, (inaudible) I marry 

a man that I just met. I was so embarrassed so um, I wasn't even sure 

(inaudible). I was so pressured into doing this. At some point I figured th at 1 was 

gonna tell him, let's wait . But ah, I went (inaudible) . I felt really bad, and I went 

back to New York, back to my work and didn't tell anything to my boss. I 

continued to work and um, two weeks after I was there, he questioned me 

everything. He said well I gave you enough time for you to tell your boss that 

you're married . If you don't tell her that you're married I'm gonna call her right 

now and I'm gonna tell her that you married me a coup le weeks ago. I said 

please, don't do that . Don't do that because I, if she's gonna hear it, she's gonna 

hear it from me. I want to give her my version . Um, so urn, he gave me that day 

for me to tell her so I walked into her office and I told her what happened. Um, 

so, then I had no more job and I, then I had to come back to , to New York, er to 

Ohio and he said I'm gonna change because he treated me very, very bad . Ah , he 

was, like very aggressive when we, because I saw that I'm afraid of pain. And the 

day we came back from Las Vegas ah, I saw a lot of things on the ceili ng and the 
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walls with (inaudible) and I'm, what is on the screen . Oh my God (inaudible) . He 

said you never scream in the house again . I have (inaudible) screaming because 

you know what a, a (inaudible) does, when they hear screaming they will react. 

He started talking to me in a way that I, he never talked to me before so I saw 

kindness in him before, then all of a sudden he was a different person . He scared 

the lights out of me. So I told him I' m going back to New York. I'm going back to 

New York. So I went back to New York. So I went to work and then he followed 

me till he found a job . So I had no more job and then I had to you know, 

You come back. 

I come back to Ohio. 

And he fo llowed you . 

Yeah, and he said ah, he said something very (inaudible) to me. He said urn, let's 

see if I remember. He said go, I, you go you're here . (inaudible) . He knew the 

right words anyway. You go only here. You are my wife . And you belong in here 

with me by my side. I thought it was so, you know. I loved all the words. They hit 

me the right way. I thought he was sincere. I thought he was really (inaudible) . 

And so you came back. How long after you came back did, you said you started 

working at a, (inaudible). 

(inaud ible). It was about ah, I was pregnant. I was maybe, probably October. 

October. You said you started working there in October. 

Yes. 

How long had you been working there before you ended up going into the 

hospital, you lost then, you lost that child. How much time was that? 

Well that was ah in February, February of 2007. There was almost two years 

later. 

Oh 2 years later. Okay. 

2 years later. 

So you were working there for a while . You were with at the accounting firm 

and, what led you going up to the hospital that night? 

Um, he let me tell you about the (inaudible). 

Okay. 

So but in July we were newly 2005 when we were newlyweds right and his son 

was living in with us and he, in August he decides to leave to go to Texas. Ah take 

a flight course to work with Southwest. And he left his son with me. For three to 

four months. 

Now is this at the house in Newton Falls? 

Yes . 

Okay. 
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His son never saw me before, never saw him . He didn 't know it was (inaudible) 

before . He left his 16 year old son with me. I thought that was weird . Not only 

that he left me, I was, I had, we had just gotten married . He decided to leave. 

And he left his son with me. So that was very weird . And he left us no money for 

food, for anything. I had to take his son to school every day. I had a child all of a 

sudden, a 16 year old child. I took him to school every day. I had to pay for his 

food, his clothes . He had no jacket. Coat jacket, nothing. I had to take care of 

that boy and I did . And at the beginning he didn't want me (inaudib le) mommy 

but we only had each other. We became close. 

Hum hun. 

But um at some point he wanted to leave and Karl started blaming me for his son 

to want to go back to his um, mother. And I said no . He's not gonna put that 

blame on me cu z I have a tape that I recorded his son telling me that he wasn 't 

going back to his mother because of me but because of what Karl did, that he 

abandoned him with a stranger. And I had a lot of recordings about my 

relationship with, between me and Karl ah on my hard drive in my computer, 

that was in Newton Falls, the police have that. That shows his character, all the 

things t hat he did to me. How he screamed at me, how he cursed at me, how he 

abused me. That is all in there. Because in my fi rst marriage, I was married 

before in New York, to Tom for 10 years . 

Tom. 

Tom . Ah, I had a lot of problems with his mother and I got into the habit of 

taping conversations. So I, I had that habit. So I started taping my conversations 

with Karl, with everybody. Not with eve rybody, just Karl and his son. So that 

conversations in my hard drive. Um he had, he had a subscri ption to a site called 

ah, Hog tied. Do you know what that is? 

Ah I' ll te ll you I do. 

You do? 

I looked that site up . Way back in 2007 . 

He did that to me. 

Do you want to explain it? 

He forced me into, oh my God . All the things that he did to me. He forced me to 

do that . He forced me to play dead . He was only having more (inaudible) he had 

played dead . If I move one muscle, he would lose his erection . So in the 

beginning when we were dating, we didn't have full sex because ah , he wouldn't 

get an erection because he wasn't quite ready to communicate with me. 

Remember that he went one time to New York and I came 2 times to Ohio so we 
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tried to have sex the first time, couldn 't because he couldn 't get an erecti on . 

Then later on I started to think um, that ah, 

Viagra . 

Viagra and cuz he didn't tell me. I found that in his little toiletries bag so ah , that 

was the second time. The second time we were waiting to have sex because he 

took Viagra. Ah, that day he was very, he was very nervous with me, he said 

you're not gonna leave me right because I'm not man enough for you right 

because I couldn't perform . I said no, no I'm just saying some men get nervous. 

He said it's because I had an accident when I, when I served in, he served in um 
J 

that ah country. 

Afghanistan? 

In Iraq? 

In Iraq. He served in Iraq . He was there for 2 years and I don't masturbate, ah so 1 

can only have an orgasm with a woman and I went to once, to um Germany and 1 

met a woman there and she sat on my penis and she broke my penis, now my 

penis has been broken here and that's the reason why I have all this, this 

dysfunction . And, and I'm suing the, the air force. 

Why is he suing the Air Force? 

Because I have an enlarged prostate and I have cancer, oh my God . I have 

cancer. (inaudible) Ah and then he tried to make up a lot of stories um why he 

couldn't perform . But the truth is, he only started doing the hog tie to me after 

we got married . And I didn't like his game. Because like I told you, I' m a very 

conservative woman . 

Yes . 

Right . So ah, but I went to leave him when he started with that but then I said, 

God I already lost my job, accounting for all the stuff that, that I, 

Left in New York, that you lost, 

Yeah . 

That you gave up to move here . 

I gave up yes. 

You decided to keep trying. 

I'm gonna keep trying. Maybe, maybe I' m too old fashion . Maybe I should be 

more modern, maybe I'll get used to it. So um he beat me and, and next to the 

bed, (inaudible) police would see the bad wood from there . There's the door to 

the, here's the door to the bedroom . And in this corner he had boxes of things . 

That he tortured me with . Rope, um, what do you call that thing. The whip . Ah , 

then my breaker, had all those gadgets. So um, and ah, he only had sex that way . 

He would tie me up or he would ah, I would have to play dead or ah , or he would 
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crack his penis on my, until he was bleeding. This was all (inaudible) and he 

would make me walk around naked in the house on high heels all the time no 

matter how cold it was out you know because he wouldn't even put the heat on. 

Bad (ina udible) . 

Yeah. You know those high heel things with a pump on, with a little ball. You've 

seen it on Victo ria Secrets. 

Okay. 

Those heels. You know that you have a little pam, porn . 

Hum hun . 

Right. Ridiculous stuff. And that's just not me . 

Right. 

So I had to ah, I couldn't put on socks. I co uldn't put on pants. I couldn't put on a 

jacket. Ah, when we went out to eat, it was snowing out like this; I always had to 

wear open shoes. Open toes, shoes . You know. So it was torture . He tortured 

me. 

He had some fetishes obviously. 

Yes, yes . There was one little particular one that I, I don't feel comfortable telling 

you, 

And you don't have to . Okay. 

One rea lly bad on . 

You don't have to tell us anything you're not comfortable telling us . I think at this 

point, everybody. We have a very good picture that there were fetishes, things 

going on (inaudible). 

Yeah . And it was that or not. There was that or hell. Hell. Cursing, ah. He never, 

only beat me up once. But ah that was the day that, that happened. 

That it happened . 

Yeah, that was the only time that he beat me up . But he would abuse me 

verbally. 

Do you seem, like ta lking about that now. 

I got to get to . 

To hospital. 

No. Hospital is t he second thing I have to tell you about. The pregnancy. 

Alright you want to talk about the first pregna ncy. 

The first pregnan cy. 

Then we'll talk about the hospital. 

Yes . And then ah, when he left to go to Texas, I was pregnant but I didn't know. 1 

didn't know. Urn, so he came back one weekend, I think I found out, no, no. Ah, I 

found out I was pregnant and we spoke over the phone and I said I have 
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something to tell you. I'm pregnant. He went crazy. He said, I never want to be a 

father. I never want to have children because you're gonna ruin your body. I love 

your body the way it is. Because it gets stretched more, like his first wife, got 

stretched more and I don't want that. You're not gonna do this to me. I want a 

wife . I don't want a mother, I don't want any children . I want a wife . And I said 

well what you, I can't. I'm not getting an abortion . You will get an abortion. So 1 

went to see him in Texas. I made a trip there. He didn't want me to talk about 

this pregnancy. One time. So I, it was hard for me. So um, when he came back 

one weekend he, he start torturing me. He wouldn't let me sleep. He wouldn't 

let me sleep at all. Ah, he, he was being, sleep deprivation technique on me. So 

he, before that, over the phone he would call me all the time, crazy. You got to 

get an abortion . You got to get an abortion. You got to get an abortion. So he 

would talk to me all the time about that. So ah, I was going crazy so when he 

came home, to stay a weekend or a few days at the end of week, he got a week 

off, or a few days he, he wouldn't let me sleep. And I begged him . I can't, I, he 

kept pursuing me. So he was keeping me up and he would stay on the bed, 

sitting on the bed, you know, lying down and falling asleep, he would wake me 

up. Wake up. Wake up. So he was doing that all the time and I got sick. After a 

few days my body just cou ldn't take it anymore. I got sick from the mental 

pressure and from the mental torture from sleep deportation . Ah, I went down 

in the middle of the night, a sharp pain and I said, I don't know what this pain is. 

And all of a sudden I had blood all over and then he took me to a hospital and 

they took ultrasound and they saw, you are losing the baby. But we're gonna try 

to save it but we don't know if we're gonna be able to save the baby. But ah, she 

said the ultrasound; she said I don't see the fetus anymore. The sack is empty. 

Um go home and rest and come back. But when I got home, I went to the 

bathroom and I, the fetus. The fetus was inside the toilet. And I heard that big 

one, yep. And I said what the heck is that? So I saw the blood and I stuck my 

hand, it was the fetus. I was very emotional. He put it inside ah, a little glass jar 

and I showed to him, he didn't want to see it and I put it in the freezer. I said I'll 

put it in the freezer because I want to bury it. I went to bury it, this and um, ah 

he was, he throw away the fetus. So cold, he threw away the fetus . I wanted to 

keep it. Whatever, bury it in the yard but but, that hurt me a lot because he was, 

that meant nothing to him . Meant so much to me. It meant nothing to him. And 

then I went to the hospital to do the ah, the cleanup, (inaud ible) . 

Right . 

So um, I (inaudible) surgery. So I don't know the name of the hospital because 

I'm not familiar with things and I would not remember anyway, it's been 11 
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years but ah, I'm sure that my insurance that was from his insurance has all that 

paperwork. They couldn't, ah, he couldn 't (inaudible) my story. So urn, so after 

three or four months he started, went back to his (inaudible) and ah, the, our 

time together became a little bit better. I was more use to, to his abuse . But ah 
I 

he did a lot of bad things to me. He wouldn't. I wasn ' t allowed to talk . I wasn't 

allowed to talk. His mother doesn't talk . He wanted me to be just like his mother. 

Ah, a geisha . Do you know what a geisha is? 

No I don't . 

Ah, Japanese, submissive woman . That wears those, that dress and she serves 

the men. He wanted me to be like that. He was a very abusive of his first wife, 

she left him. (inaudible) and she loved him, talked with friends . She said that to 

me, she confided in me, to start over. She confided in me that he was abusive to 

his mot, to his first wife. And she went, she went for divorce and that was the 

beginning of his depression because he has, he had aspirations of becoming a 

politician . And he felt that after that he couldn't be a politician anymore. He 

needed to have the perfect house, the perfect wife and you know. So and then 

after that he had a second wife that was ah, urn, Peruvian woman that looks like 

me. That's why he married me. Because I looked like his second wife . That urn, 

he was, he left her because she wanted to have children and he simply took her 

out of his house and dropped her at the airport. So, he ruined this woman's life . 

He got her to leave her job and friends and ah, and then, 

Did he tell you this or did you talk to her? 

He told me. No, I don't know her. That's one of the stories that he told me. 

Okay. 

So um, 

Do you remember her name? 

Carla . Carla urn, I will think of her last name in a minute. Urn, so ah , he left her 

because she wanted to have children. Urn, 

And how old (inaudible) . 

Ah, he was abused for woman, oh. He married this Carla who was, didn't speak 

any English . Zero. But she was perfect because all he wanted was a body. He 

didn't want a person for him to talk to . 

Hum hun. 

And what he didn't like in me is because I spoke English . He wanted a woman to 

be like Carla . Wife number 2 that didn't speak any English and that he could, 

Why didn't he just keep her then? 

Cuz she wanted to have children . And I, 

It all had to do with that . 
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Yes . And I told him that I didn 't want to have children . He loved that. And 1 

didn't. I didn't try to get pregnant. 

(inaudible) . And that, become a time, that we, what we talked about earlier that 

becomes a very important part of (inaudible) of what happened . That becomes a 

very important . 

That's the center of, 

That's the center of everything. That becomes a very important part of the story. 

It's the center . 

(inaudible). That is very important about what happened . 

Yes, and I, and I, and I confided in my neighbor, her name is Ella . Ella is the 

neighbor. She lives in the house across the street. 

Okay. 

And Ella even told me, you got to back to New York. (inaudible). She's now right 

about that because it happened right before the abortion . You got to go back to 

New York. So I had this one person also to contribute to my story. 

Very good. And that's al l the stuff that we can look into. 

Yeah. 

And we will. 

Yeah. 

Know it's kind of deep. 

Yeah . 

Where do we want to go now? 

Then we had those two years, ah, right. Of, he was abusive but at the same time 

ah, he, he would ask me for forgiveness . I always threatened to go back to New 

York and he said he would change. He loved me. Alii had to do was obey. If 1 

obeyed I would be happy. So he was telling me that he knew what was best for 

me. Just obey. Don't talk. Don't have an opinion. I had a rule, I had a list of rules 

of over, almost 30 things that I couldn't do. I couldn't choose my food, I couldn't 

choose my clothes, I couldn't choose my shoes. I couldn't talk. I couldn't think 

my, what I was gonna watch on TV. I was gonna fix, I couldn't fix, my, anything in 

the house. The house was his . I couldn ' t pick out furniture . I couldn 't pick up the 

color of the walls, nothing. I had to be invisible and silent. 

After a while that probably wears on you a little bit . 

I couldn't. For the little time that you're talking to me, you know that I talk a lot . 

Yeah, we've talked a lot today. 

Yeah . 

We've spent a lot of time together today. 

Yes . Exactly . I couldn ' t . 
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I (inaudible) . 

So that stuff would kind of lead up to the depression that caused the, 

Yes. Yes . Because I' m a woman that I can talk about men and I can talk politics . 1 

can talk about psychology. I can talk about religion . I can talk about accounting. 

About anything that you want to talk about, I can talk to you . About ah, the end 

of the world, whatever you want to talk about. I will talk to you about . U m, 1 

have a lot of interests. So I have a lot of things inside my head. I read a lot. If 1 

watch TV, I'll try to watch the news. I consider myself a nerd . I, I, never drank. 1 

never had drugs. Um, I don't have tattoos . I never went out with girlfriends. I'm 

from work to home. 

You're very intelligent. You're very smart. 

And we've talked about that a lot on the plane. Yes . 

Very smart. 

Oh thank you very much . But he didn't appreciate that. 

Weill do . 

Well that was, ah a problem . That was my, defective, you know. 

That's probably what led to the depression. 

Yes, yes. The abuse, the, in the tapes on the computer, you see how he called me 

a bitch, an um, what's that word . Let me see if I, son of a bitch . Words that 1 

don't speak. These words are not part of my vocabulary. Um, I' m conservative . 

I'm really just um, so I'm not bothering. I don't like to go out partying. I like to 

take care of my home and I like to work. I always worked . At least 14 hours a 

day. Um and I always worked 7 days a week. 

Hum hun . 

That wasn't a problem . I worked in the city for 7 days a week. 

Right. And I know that when we were talking earlier that when you lost that job 

that was, 

Terrible . 

That was the most devastating. 

That was the worst. So we had two years that were good . Um, um . I got 

pregnant a second time . About a year later. A year later. 

So it was 2006. 

About 2006 I got pregnant again . And again he did the same thing to me. The 

same torture . The same torture . And that, that was, the, then that was a very 

bad time for me because I started to gain weight because I became very 

depressed and then that bothered him because I was wrecking his body, my 
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body. His body, the one that belonged to him. I started to gain weight and that 

wasn't good . 

You gained weight as a result of the pregnancy? 

Depression. Of both , of losing a baby for the second time and, 

Okay so you, so you lose the second baby because ofthe same, same thing that 

was going on that happened the first time you got pregnant. 

Exactly. 

Prior. 

He thought I was purposely trying to get pregnant. I wasn't. I didn't even think 1 

could get pregnant anymore because of my ultra, right. I didn't think I could get 

pregnant. Um, and um if he was so concerned about me not getting pregnant 

why wouldn't he use a preservative, right? 

Right. 

So he wouldn't, so I was married and I do see a problem with that. Um, so 1, 1 

didn't get pregnant. It was weird. I didn't get pregnant ah before him . 

Right. 

I didn't think I could get pregnant. 

Okay. 

I got pregnant once, very fast . 

Right . 

Right . Very fast into the marriage. I got pregnant and I lost the baby and I, 1 

didn't get pregnant again for a while and I wasn't concerned. 

Right. 

Ah, but then I thought that was, I think that happened once. I didn't want it to 

happen again because of what happened before . 

Now like you told us earlier, there's medical records for the first time. Did you go 

to the doctor the second time? 

No. No. 

Okay so in August, 2006 there won't be medical records in 2005 there should be . 

There should be . 

Okay. 

Yeah . 

All right . After that things start spiraling out of control. Right? 

Yeah , but um, we kind of were, he was in love all of a sudden, he was writing 

letters. He was calling me all the time . Things got better. After we got use to 

each other, the first year, 

Yeah, cuz you didn't date long. 

Yeah. 
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So it took a while to get use to each other and get comfortable . 

Exactly. And we would laugh if it was just the 2 of us. 

Right. 

We were sort of dating right. 

Right. 

Urn, then I got pregnant again and he got very, very angry. I mean, 

Are we talking about the third time now? 

No, no second time. And then urn, then ah, ah, he thought I was setting him up . 

Like you were doing it on purpose . 

Yes. 

And is that what he kind of thought the third time? The third time you got 

pregnant? 

No, I thought he, no the third time was different. Urn, the third time was, oh 

yeah. He became very physiological disturbed . Drinking a lot. He was not doing 

well in Southwest. 

Now what frame time are we talking about . Are we talking after August, 2006? 

No, we are back in December of 2006. Now ah, few months before . 

Can you explain that, cuz I want to make sure what I remember is right. 

These are things that I'm saying now that I, 

Yeah, the day that everything happened at the house. 

I'm getting to it . 

The first time you told him you were pregnant for the third time, is that, is that 

when the whole thing, 

Yes. First time. 

Okay. Just wanted to make sure I remembered that correctly. 

That was the first time. Because I was afraid . 

So that would have been March . 

I was afraid . I was depressed because I was afraid that his reaction would be, 

dangerous. 

Which it was. 

It was. 

Yes. 

(inaudible) . 

You know what, can you tell Mike, kind of cover that again cuz I don't want to 

put words in your mouth . I can't, I can't , (inaudible) what you said . You know 

what I mean . 

Yeah . Well. 

1 just want to make sure we were I wasn 't putting words in your mouth . 
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Okay. Well ah, that day was a Monday. So and what happened . Now, okay, I' ll go 

into that day. That day was a Monday and he got home at 9 or 10 in the 

morning. 

Now which day are you talking about? 

Um, March 12th, 2007 . The day that he died . 

Okay. 

But then, 

Yeah, we can go back. 

Okay. 

We can go back but I think the pregnancy thing, 

Yeah, yeah. 

I think that's kind of natural to talk about. 

Okay. 

And then we'll go back. 

To the pregnancy. 

Okay. 

And then ah, I found out I was pregnant but I didn't want to tell him over the 

phone. Cuz he worked, ah, he stayed home one day and three days out of the 

house with Southwest. One day and a half and two days and a half he would fly. 

So I found out I was pregnant and I got very nervous and so I became depressed . 

I already knew he wasn't gonna accept the pregnancy. So I, I had a plan . He 

doesn't want to accept this pregnancy, I'm gonna kill myself. Because I'm already 

upset, I was in shock you know, I'm 43 years old and, and, I'm not gonna have an 

abortion . There's nothing that's gonna make me have an abortion. And he 

doesn't want a child. So what am I gonna do, I'm gonna kill myself. So I had a 

plan to, I'm not gonna tell you my plan yet. I want to get me to the (inaudible) . 

So he got home and I, I already had the plan to commit suicide. He doesn't want 

the pregnancy I'm gonna kill myself. Um, and then we talked, he got home and 1 

said ah, I had a pregnancy test, I think inside my pocket . I had a coat and ah, 

pregnancy test inside my pocket. And I pulled out the pregnancy test and I 

showed it to him. He said what is this? I said I'm pregnant . I'm pregnant. He said 

you know, I don't care if you're pregnant, you're not gonna have this baby. Ah, I 

said why? You know that my daughter's pregnant and she's 8 months pregnant 

and I'm gonna adopt her baby. He was telling me that . He never told me that 

before and he's telling me that for the first time . He was gonna adopt his ah, his 

daughter's baby for her to go to college . (inaudible) . And I said ah, fine, if you 

don't want this baby, I' m gonna have to leave . I'm gonna go back to New York . 

I' m gonna have this baby. No you don't understand, I don't want a baby period . I 
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don't want to have a baby. I said why? Because I have to support my grandchild 

and I sa id okay. I' ll support the child . That's not a problem . He said, you don't 

understand . I don't want a baby. Cuz soon or a late r you're gonna ask me for 

money. You're gonna ask me for chi ld support. I don't want a baby. You can go 

back to New York if you want. But I don't want this baby. And, and then we got 

into a, for a fight, no, he grabbed me. He threw me on bed and he grabbed my 

throat. I took (inaudible) . He was very angry and I said to him, ah, forget it. I'm 

not gonna have an abortion and I said, and he said well let me take a shower. 

Leave the room. Let me take a shower. He had just arrived home and we'll talk 

more, in a little bit. So I left the room . He locked himself inside the bedroom and 

it had the shower in the bedroom . Um, and I was, I didn't know what to do 

because before that, I had (inaudible) 2 sets of sleeping pills but he took away all 

my sleeping pills . I didn't have anything that would calm me down . But we had a 

bottle of (inaudible) . 

A (inaudible). 

A (inaudible) cuz once when we traveled to Brazil and we bought a bottle. 1 never 

drank before but I thought of that, maybe I should drink to calm myself down. I'll 

take something while I have (inaudible) before I ah, while I had to wait for him to 

finish up the shower. So I started drinking and, and I had a gun . (inaudible) . Um, 

but now um, 

Now you're on the right track. 

You' re on the right track. Cuz you told, if I'm recalling this correctly you had 

bought the gun because you were going to try to commit suicide . 

Yeah but I didn't kill him (inaudible). 

So you buy the gun, where' d you buy the gun at? 

No, um, on Thursday. Okay, here's Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 

Monday was the day that he got right? So I think on Wednesday I knew I was 

pregnant. I took the pregnancy test that day. I, that week I knew I was pregnant . 

I took the pregnancy test. Maybe it was a few days before that . Um, so I knew 1 

was pregnant but I didn't tell him, he was, he was on a trip . Um, he got home on 

Monday, so one, two, three. I don't know if he was home t hat day but I, I knew 1 

was pregnant. Um, so, 

So on Wednesday that week you find out you're pregnant . 

You know between Monday and Thursday. Between Monday and Thursday. 

Sometime t hat week. 

Yeah. I found out I was pregnant . 

Okay. 
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But I didn 't tell him because I was afraid . Um, so I thought. This guy may tell he 

don't want me because of this child. I'm gonna kill myself because ah, I'm not 

gonna have an abortion . So what did I do. There was a file , there was a file on 

the internet called ah, the suicide, suicide . 

(inaudible) ways to commit suicide . 

Yeah, between the years of, between 2004 or 5 it was all over the news t hat ah, 

people could get on the internet, a file that would tell all kinds of step by step 

how you could commit suicide . 

So you were searching the internet for possible ways to kill yourself. 

Yeah. And that's file (inaudible) from the hardware . 

Okay. 

From the hard drive. 

Hard drive, okay. 

Okay. Ah and the, the best way for me to commit suicide was with a gun but the 

downside of killing yourself with a gun is that it has a recoil that most people 

that try to kill themselves, they, they, they lose part of their face but they don't 

die. Cuz you aim here and the gun would do like that or like that . And you wind 

up not dying. But that's the most successful way of killing yourself. And then 

there was, 

You thought a way around that . 

Right . 

What was that? Tell me about that . 

Yeah . Then I thought that would . Successful other ways. Ah, poison, jumping off 

of a bridge, ah, of a building, um what do you call it . The heat of the, you leave 

on the gas, the stove on. Many ways. So I thought gun was a good way because 

urn they had guns, they sold guns in Ohio. That would be easy, right? 

Right . 

And not so painful. So what I did, I had a problem, the recoil thing bothered me 

because if I still (inaudible) get my face ripped off, and I don't die I'm in worse 

way right? 

Right . 

So what I do, I went to the gun ah store . 

Gun store, right . 

And I, I, I asked for a gun that was small enough for my hands and I wanted to 

get with the laser beam . 

Hum hun . 

Because I wanted to shoot to see what the co il was. So I, I picked , they 

assemb led it for me. 
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Do you remember the name of the gun shop or where it was? 

Was not too far away from Newton Falls. 

If I said Slug Masters would that sound about right? 

Slug Master, yes, yes . So they, they helped me to find the right gun for my hand. 

I had small hands . And I said ah, um, what, exp lain to me about this . (inaudible) . 1 

told them I wanted to buy, just sell me the who le package. So I bought the whole 

package. And I went to ah, 

Why did you want the laser game? 

I'm gonna explain that . 

Okay. 

I went to ah, ah firing, 

Firing ra nge. 

Right because I wanted to shoot it to understand if I aim at that coin , how much 

more about that point it would hit. 

So you did a little research on this? I mean obviously. 

A lot. 

Cuz you understood that there could be a point where the laser sitting and the 

bullet's not hitting that exact spot. 

Yes. 

You researched this on the internet? 

No, no . The beam came from my head, from my head . That way, 

You knew that there was a chance that, that bullet wouldn't hit exactly, 

Yeah, because the article said about the recoil. 

The article that you read . 

Yeah the article. Talked about the recoil. 

Gotch a. 

About the recoil. So I considered about the recoil, so I had to understand about 

the recoil so I had to go shooting range . When I aim at that coin, and if I shoot, 

one um, one hit about two inches I would know how much I had to (inaudible) to 

lower it to hit where I want . So I got a few, but I went there for one hour. And I 

got very good at it . It's not difficult . 

(laughing) . 

Okay. 

It's not that hard . So I, I was hitting the target and I said well that's fine. That's, 

facing the gun that way it' s easy. What if I'm facing sideways? That's tota lly 

different . That's not gonna work . 

How you gonna see where the laser's hitting? 

You see a little . 
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If you do this how do you see where the laser's hitting. 

No you didn't get it. 

Yeah cuz that's where I was fasc, that's where I was fascinated when you told me 

about the thing. 

The laser beam bought for killing myself. The laser beam was (inaudible) 

recoiled. What is recoiled? 

She wanted to see if she pointed it, 

If I pointed it here, 

Okay. 

It would hit here . I wouldn't . How much, if I want to hit here, actually I have to 

aim here. So the laser beam was for me to understand what is the recoil, what's 

the distance. 

I get what you're saying. 

Okay. 

Not accurate but, I get what you're saying. 

Makes sense. We understand. 

You can't. Here's what I'll tell you. Cuz I can tell you this now. You can't control 

recoil. Okay. 

But I wou ld figure that out, after I did it. 

She actually told me that. That she figured out that if she didn't figure it out, 

I actually teach that stuff. I was gonna teach you real quick. 

Right. Right . That's okay. I paid to learn that, that won't work. 

Right. 

That won't work . That would be no good. So what I do? 

But you found out you were a good shot in the process . 

Yes. Yes. Ah, I'm a natural. I'm good with sewing, very good with my hands. 

Hum hun . 

Good so that wasn't hard at all. Shooting is not hard . At least not from, at the 

range. So what I do? I said yeah that's very easy to shoot straight but not 

sideways. It's not gonna work. I don't know what's gonna happen with my 

hands . I cannot practice shooting that way. 

Right . 

So I went home and my husband had tools to work with wood . There was a 

(inaudible) so I went there and a piece of wood with a hole in the middle. And I 

think that I would screw that to a (inaudible) frame. I went inside a closet. 1 did 

that in his daughter's room . Go inside a closet and I screwed that in, in there. 1 

cut a piece of wood that would be the size of the opening righ t. And I screwed 

that, 
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You did that all yourself? 

Yeah. Um and I got tape that, and I measured that hole should be right here . So 1 

measured it and I screwed that in , for a frame . Put the gun there . Alii would 

have to do is pull the trigger. Pull right here . 

Don 't have to worry about the recoil. 

No reco il. 

Did you find that on the internet? Or you, 

No. I'm smart . 

She figured that out herself. 

Oh come on. I'm not stupid. 

Okay Chris here's what I'm gonna tell you. I'm gonna sleep better tonight 

because for the last 11 years I've been wanting to know exactly what that piece 

of wood was all about. 

(laugh). 

No honestly I have said it baffled me for years. 

Now come on. 

Yeah. Not something we see every day. 

But there's a chair right there. 

Yeah. Okay. Let's get back. 

We'll get back to that again . 

We'll ta lk about it . Now I can sleep . 

Okay. So my plan was never, not for one single minute to kill anybody but 

myself. I swear to God . It was, not for a single minute I thought about that. But 

that man was stupid enough when he saw me, when he came out of that 

bedroom, that he saw me. I was drunk. I waited for him for almost an hour. 1 was 

drinking. 

While he's in the shower you're drinking. 

I'm drinking. 

He gets out ofthe shower, comes out ofthe bedroom, what happens? 

Then urn I put my coat on . A little bedroom here . I'm walking all over the place 

drinking and waiting and nervous for him to come out of the room. And urn, so 1 

(inaudib le) something shocking for him to, to shake him up about this pregnancy. 

so I know, I know ah, I'll wait for him . He opens the door right here, the gun to 

my head. So that's what I did . So when he opened the door, he seen me with a 

gun . He saw me with a gun to my head. He was having no reaction . He was, he 

was standing. He fe ll on his knee, fell on his knees and all of a sudden he doesn't 

move and he grabs the gun , he grabs my hand and he's holding me and then he 

took, throws me against the wall and I fell down. There was a door here . That 
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was the door he, oh you know the house. Against the door, to the ah , to the 

bedroom is the door to another bedroom. Right . 

I'm trying to remember but yes, I think I remember what you're saying. 

And there's a th ird bedroom where his um, his daughter's bed room . That's 

where I have the thing. 

That's the wall where you said there was a painting on the wall. 

No, no. The painting was right there where the (inaudible). 

Oh okay. 

So here's the door to the bedroom and there's the bedroom . Here's the door to 

his son's room, the middle bedroom and here's the third bedroom which is 

where I have the, 

And the steps are over here going down . 

Yes . The steps are right here . 

Right. Okay. 

So when he comes out of the room I'm going to use, 

Chris come back over here so I can see you . My right eye's bad . 

Yeah. So um, and he, he says to me and I thought he would have some emotion 

to his face. Had no emotion on his face at all. Nothing. Stared at me and then he 

grabbed the gun and my arm at the same, no, and my neck at the same time . 

Then and he just threw me. And I fell, and I fe ll. I hit my head against the door 

frame of the bedroom, the middle bedroom. And I just say to him, and we start 

talking and he said, no he started talking, I wasn't talking to him. He said that's a 

very ah, ah, good idea but do me a favor. Let me leave the room and go to the 

basement to do that because you 're gonna splash my paintings. You're gonna 

splash blood all over my paintings because down, the path there were t hree 

paintings and he's a collector of paintings. He was. Um and ah, and I got very 

angry. If he hadn't said that, I would be dead, he would be alive. 

What happens next? 

Well what happened next because I got very angry and I got off a real 

threatening shot . 

Shot what? 

I shot at him . And I was, (inaudible) him, he was going. 

Come back over here towards, please. 

Yeah, I was lying down. I got up real fast. And I shot at him. He wasn't too far 

away . He was close. 

But he got on the steps, wh ere was he? 

He was going down the steps. And he was on the third step and I was here. 

Right . 
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You were right at the top of the steps. Top corner. 

Yeah, the steps are here right. Here's the door to the master bedroom . Here's 

the door to his son's bedroom, here's the door to his daughter's bedroom. 

Isn't there a bathroom over here somewhere maybe? 

Here's a bathroom here. Yes . He, he, he saw me here and then he threw me 

here. I hit my head here, I was here. 

So he threw you down, you didn't lose control of the gun or anything or he didn't 

take it from you? 

No. He didn't take it from me. So when he saw, when he said ah, let me leave 

the house and do me a favor, go to the basement and kill yourself in the 

basement because it's gonna splash my paintings here, you're gonna splash 

blood all over my paintings here. I, I got very angry. I got very angry and if he had 

left and not said that, I would, he would have lived and I wou ld die. Had died. 1 

would have killed myself. 

So he's telling you to change down there, change the whole, 

Change the whole thing. Change the whole thing. 

Made you that mad? 

Yes. Very, sensitive. 

You're sti ll mad . I can tell. 

Yeah . 

It's very emotional. This is, this is exactly what you told us when we were, when 

we were on the airplane . You're telling me, you're telling us now exactly the 

same thing that you told us before . And, 

I couldn't look. I didn't say a word; I just thought it was too quick. I'm gonna die, 

we're gonna die, gonna die with us, the two of us we're gonna die here now. 

You having the kid. 

Yes . 

You having the baby. 

Yes. But those were not words that I said . It was too quick. 

Just what you were thinking. 

Yeah . I thought in my head, you know real quick. 

Okay did you stand up? 

I got up real fast . I was maybe, just like this. 

Hum hun . 

Then just got up real fast . And, 

And what you do next? 

I just turned around and, just turned around and I shot. 

(inaudible). 

31 



Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

But, I feel, my fraction , 

Right . 

My reaction was that the gun had five shots because I had, had a little drink. My 

feeling is that I had shot him three times and I said, save the two bullets for 

myself. So after I shot him I ran inside the third bedroom and I sat in the little ah 

chair, I sat in the little chair and as hard as it was I pulled the trigger. It was the 

hardest thing I've ever done in my life. It was hard. I pulled the trigger, nothing 

happened . I said, I moved, what happened . I pulled the trigger a second time . 1 

don't where I got this strength to do this . It was hard, very hard . Nothing 

happened. What happened? I shot him three times, and I saved two bullets for 

myself and what happened . I got confused . Ah, (inaudible) maybe, I don't know. 

So I ran down, down stairs to the basement and I don't remember if it was when 

I was going down or going up, back up, I, I realized what I had done. And I turned 

to see if he was alive. Breathing. Um, I, I put my, I put my (inaudible) and I turned 

to see if he was breathing or (inaudible). Um, so said okay I'll finish up what 1 

started . So, I think was, on my way down. Yeah, it was on my way down and 1 

said it's done. I gotta finish up what I started. I went to the basement, put in five 

new bullets in the gun. I went back to the room, his daughter's room . I put that 

gun in that piece of wood. I sat there again but it was hard because I started 

thinking about my family. And I said, let me say goodbye to my family . Let me tell 

my fami ly what I did and what I'm going to do with myself. I don't want them to 

find that out ah, in the newspapers. I want myself to tell them. So from the 

land line I called my sister from the ah, cell phone I called my father . And 

somehow they started talking among themselves and they cal led some lawyer 

and they said that um, Ohio had death penalty. And they advised my father and 

my sister to talk, to convince me to leave the US. But they hadn't told me that. In 

the meantime while my father and sister are talking they putah, ah, my sister's 

husband on the phone talking to me and he's a pastor. And he starts talking to 

me about hell. Going to hell. Don't do that, don't kill yourself. You're going to 

hell, da, da, da. He didn't say anything about ah, the death penalty. He only 

talked about going to hell . No, no, no . I don't what to hear that about hell. I got 

to kill myself, I want to die . I want to die . Um, they said no, don't do that, don't 

do that . And then my father um, um, got on, took the phone and he said ah, you 

know where your passport is? I said yeah I do. Where is it? I said it's in the bank. 

It's in a safe ah in his bank. Do you have money? I said ah , I have a credit card 

and I have 13 hundred in my bank account. He said go there, get money and get 

your, get your passport, get, and you gonna come to Brazil. I said I can 't. I can't 

drive, I'm drunk. Don't worry go, and do you have coffee in the house? Yes I do . 
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Make strong coffee and drink coffee and you gonna come back. I said , I can 't . So 

he convinced me to do that. I went to the bank. Went to my safe deposit . Urn, 

and that was only under my name. My husband didn 't have access to that . It ' s 

only under my name so I, 

And where was that bank at Chris? 

Newton Falls . 

Do you remember the name of the bank? 

Help me out . 

Could it be Huntington? Wouldn't have been Huntington at the time, 

I don't remember what they were . 

I' m trying to remember. 

I think PC? 

Think it's PC. 

There's only one bank in Newton Falls . 

Yeah I know it . It's changed names over the years, that's all. 

It's on ly one bank in there . So I went in there . I went to my safe deposit box, 

which I had when I got married to him. I had 40 thousand dollars in, in cash . Why 

I have that, because I claimed bankruptcy and I couldn't keep my money in the 

bank. So ah, but I spent 30 thousand dollars because I didn't work for a while and 

I was buying food for the, I was buying clothes, I was traveling. I paid for all the 

meals, going out to dinner so I spent 30 thousand easily. Over two years I spent 

30 thousand. So, but I stil l had 10 thousand dollars. So um, no, no, no . I didn't 

have exactly, I didn't have 10 thousand dollars anymore because on Thursday 

when I decided to kill myself ah, when I was preparing to kill myself, ah, I said 1 

have 10 thousand dollars, if I'm gonna kill myself, I' m not gonna leave this 10 

thousand dollars to him. I'm gonna give it to my father. So on Thursday I 

transferred 10 thousand dollars to my father. Ah , 

Did you call him and tell him you were going to do that or? Did he know that 

money came? 

Ah, I did that once in a while because I support ah, family members . Once in a 

while I, I don't remember if I told him . I probably did . I probably did . Ah, but he 

was, 

Did you tel l him why or, that was just normal. 

No. No, no, no. No. 

Okay. 

Um, 

Was that a bigger transfer than you normally would make? 
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Yes, yes. Yes. That wa s all the money I had. Um, so ah, I said if I'm gonna kill 

myself, I'm not gonna leave this money to Karl so I'm gonna leave it to my father . 

Hum hun . 

Because my father will keep giving money to my sister whom I supported . So urn 
I 

on Thursday I transferred money ah, to him. But I wasn 't sure if I was gonna kill 

myself, was just in case I killed myself. Because I hadn't talked to him, I was 

hoping that on Monday, we would straighten things out. 

Well would dad had wired that money back to you if you wanted it? 

No. 

So you were out 10 grand one way or the other. 

No, no. That money was for my sister. 

Okay. 

You know that money was money that I gave often to my sister. 

So you were giving your last, you last money you were giving away to your sister. 

Well but you know, it would go to good use because instead of me wiring money 

every couple months, every three months, every six months ah, that money was 

once a year. You know for my sister. So I, I wired the money to him just in case 

things didn't work out on Monday, he was supposed to be coming back home 

and I was gonna tell him about the pregnancy. Um so that day I wired the 

money. If I was planning on going back to Brazil ah, first of all I would have 

bought a um, an airplane ticket, which I didn't. I bought the airplane ticket in 

New York on Monday afternoon which is the day that I got to New York. Right . 

And I would have taken the money with me. And another thing is that um, I had 

13 hundred dollars in my bank account. I was so confused when I got to the bank 

to get ah, the things out ofthe safe deposit box that I thought my God I have 13 

hundred in the bank. If I clean it out, they will know that I killed my husband . 1 

was paranoid. So I only got a thousand and left 3 hundred in the bank account 

that is still there to this date and I was confused, I was paranoid . So I went to the 

um, to the clerk and I got a thousand dollars out in cash and I gotten the things 

out of my safe deposit box, which was my passport, and my ah, my diplomas 

from school and birth certificate and marriage certificate documents. And the 

money was not there anymore because I had sent it on Thursday. But on this, 

after I killed him I went to the bank and I got my stuff. If I was planning on doing 

this, I would have gotten things out ofthe safe deposit box before I killed him. 

Not after . 

I understand. 

Right. 
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Now where are you going with this? 

So um, so I, my father told me to go there, get the stuff and you can fly to Brazil. 

But, I don't know. It's a long trip from, from New York to Pittsburg which was the 

airport . And, I'm gonna help you out . And I'm gonna try to buy you the ticket 

with my credit card . If you, if things don 't work out, you still have a thousand 

dollars and you have your credit card, you're gonna be able to get a ticket. So 

um, I was able to get a ticket, for I think it was 900.00 something. Less than a 

thousand dollars . He wasn't able to use a credit card . Um, so um, what was 1 

getting at? 

And, you left the bank and if (inaudible) what you told me earlier was when you 

left t he bank you drove the car, 

Oh yeah. 

Very slow and very careful. 

Very, I was like a zombie . I was, my father was talking to me. Try to, to, to 

encourage me so I would have the strength to keep driving. Because I didn't 

even know why I was driving. What's the purpose, my life is over. What's the 

purpose of me doing this. But one thing kept going through my head . I wanted to 

say good bye to my family. I wanted to see my family because that idea of 

committing suicide hadn't left my head yet . I thought, if I get to Brazil and 1 say 

goodbye to my family, then I'll kill myself and I tried to kill myself that day when 1 

got to, to ah, 

And how did you try to do that? 

I went to ah, a very expensive, a very expensive hotel in Cocoa Cabana Beach . 1 

went to the highest, I think it was the 19th floor. To the highest apartment that 1 

could get. And I had a credit card. And I said give me the most, and I doubled, all 

the limits, I still had left in my credit card. So I, got that room and I said goodbye 

to my father. Ah, he picked me up at the airport. We, I talked to him . I told him 

what, I did this horrible thing and I don't want to be in your house because I 

don't want to involve you in something like that. Ah, because we thought that if 

the police found me in his house he would be arrested. That's not true but at the 

time we didn't know how things work . 

Right . 

So, I'm not gonna get you involved in this. I just want to say goodbye . Ah , we 

cried and we said goodbye and he said what are you gonna do, I'm still not 

gonna tell you . Where you going? I'm not gonna tell you but from , from the way 

he talked to me he knew what I was planning and I said don't try to stop me . Ah, 

I had to do this . So we cried and we said goodbye and I went into this very 

expensive um, room , hotel room and what I was gonna do is that I was gonna 
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sleep a little bit and wait until night because I didn't want to see, to make a bad 
I 

to make a very bad scene and I figured that at night I wouldn 't have the risk of 

falling on top of someone and killing an innocent person . So urn , I waited . And 

once I got to the room , I called my father. I said Dad, I'm fine . I'm in a hotel 

room . Ah, in Cocoa Cabana . Urn, I said I love you, something like that and then 1 

went to sleep because it was sti ll afternoon . A half an hour later the phone rings 

in the room and it's my father. I said, my father. He said listen, you are coming 

home with me. I said, no. He said yes because I spoke to a lawyer. He said I'm 

your father and I'm not gonna get into trouble ah by having you in the house. 

And he comes with me. And I sa id Dad no. Yeah and we gonna, we gonna take 

care of you . I said really? And my father was not very loving, was never very 

loving. He said you're my daughter. (inaudible) My father never said that . You're 

my daughter and I love you. 

So you went with Dad . 

That was, (inaudible) . For me to still hear those words . I'm your father and 1 love 

you . And that was the first time I felt really loved . Alii wanted was to be with my 

father. I wanted to get home and then I'm gonna kill myself. I can wait a few 

more days. I just wanted to enjoy my father a little bit more. 

Chris how about I give you a break for a few minutes. We' re gonna take a little 

break. 

Yeah. 

And then we' ll come back in . 

I'll get you some tissues, okay. I'm about to grab you some, I'll be right back. 

We're gonna stop the tape for a second . (inaudible) on the 13th. 

All right I started the tape backup . The time is 11:21 . We took a short break. If 

you're still ready to talk let' s just talk. 

Yeah. 

All right. Now here's what I'm gonna ask you . You, you lay out quite a story for 

us . 

Yeah, there's still a big part, an important part of it . 

(inaudible) . 

(inaudible) before urn, a month before he died . 

You did? 

Yeah , he committed to mental hospital. 

Okay. 

He put me there . Urn, 

How did you try to do that? 

36 



Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Bill : 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claud ia: 

Bill : 

Claudia: 

Bill : 

Claudia : 

Bill: 

Well , thing is, he was depressed . I told you he was depressed . He was drinking a 

lot, he was having problems with his job at Southwest. He was not flying well. 

And he was getting bad reviews and he was at risk of losing his job . So he was 

already depressed over several things. He was, hadn 't gotten over his divorce 

from his first wife . (inaudible) up on him because he wanted to be, become a 

politician and his dreams were ruined. Then the law, then not having custody of 

his children . He was very frustrated because they were fat and they wanted to 

be skinny and they were not because they, they. He wanted his son to be a 

sports boy and he was a computer type of person . He only wanted to play games 

and he didn't work out, he was fat and he thought it was also fat, there was a 

problem with him. He wanted the perfect wife, the perfect house, the perfect 

kids . He was obsessed with it. Things were getting out of hand . Ah, left his, his 

first marriage didn't work out. His second marriage with Carla (inaudible) the 

Peruvian woman, didn't work out and he, he was obsessed with her because he 

talked about her all the time with me. It was crazy. And I looked like her. That's 

why he married me. And made me, he gonna dye my hair black. Because he 

wanted me to look like her. 

Right . 

Um, and then um, his son left . Didn't want to be living with him anymore. Um, 

and then um, there was the pregnant thing, the pregnancy thing and he was 

doing, he was not doing well at Southwest. All those things are piling up in his 

head he became depressed . Oh and there was the, thing that he thought that he 

had prostate cancer. And he tried to get money from the ah , the um, 

Airport . 

The airport and they denied his retirement and denied his settlement. 

Hum hun. 

And you can also check those records . 

Couple things that we didn't touch on, I think quite just because you were 

emotional at the time, um, after you shot him, you were pregnant . What 

happened with that child? 

I lost the baby. 

You lost that baby. 

I couldn't eat. I didn't eat, I didn't sleep in Brazil. I was, I was very sick. 

Was that while you were in Sao Paulo at your father's? 

No my father . I went to Sao Paulo, from Sao Paulo I went to Rio . 

Okay. 

And I stayed with my father, like I guess 4 days . 

Okay. 
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And then from, from Rio I went to Brasilia and I didn ' t leave anymore . 

When you lost the Brasilia did you go to the hospital there? 

No because I was afraid to use my name and be arrested. (inaudible) . 

Okay and we're gonna talk about some of that too because I'm really interested 

in what happened after. I'd like to know how all of it worked . One more, another 

question. At some point did you try to buy, now you told us about the revolver, 

did you try to buy another gun up here? 

Yeah, I tried to buy another gun . 

Tell me why or what it was, or where you tried to buy it. Tell me everything. 

Ah, I thought that, that gun was not ah, I don't remember exactly the reason why 

I, I wanted to buy a second gun. Let me try to think. 

I have the paper, that was a 45 if I remember right. 

Yeah, I think he convinced me that ah, um . I don't remember, 

Who convinced you? 

The guy at the firing, firing store. 

At the range? 

Yes . 

What he was trying to tell you is that, that might be a better gun for you or 

somethi ng? 

No, I started inquiring. I started inquiring. 

Because of the internet searches you were doing? 

Yes. Yes . 

Okay and you actually tried to buy it, it's just the purchase didn't go through on 

your credit card right? Do you remember? 

No, I figured, I think I figured that, that first gun, it was good . It was a good gun . 1 

didn't need that other gun. It was good . 

Okay. So, all right. I thought something happened with your credit card didn't go 

through or something. May be I'm mistaking. I don't need to tell you that it's 

been a long time . 

I don't remember. 

Okay. That's fine . 

To be honest with you . 

That's why I was trying to figure why you needed two guns. 

No. I, I. I think I, to be honest with you . I don't remember why I wanted to buy 

the second gun if I thought that one would be more precision or the other . Or 

maybe because I shot with a gun, with that gun and I thought it was better . Oh 

wait a minute . Yeah , I tried that gun and I thought it was a good gun with, 

How'd you try it? 
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I think he let me fire it with , a single gun . 

So somebody at the range let you shoot one and then you wanted , you I i ked it so 

you were going to buy one similar. 

The feel. The feel. I thought it was, 

Did it have anyth ing to do with any kind of, do you remember having any 

conversations with anybody about like knock down power or anything like that? 

What is that knock down? 

You know like the power of the bullet? Like thought it would take actually put 

somebody down, if they were, you know if you were trying to shoot em? Do you 

recall any of that? 

No. No. Never thought of anyth ing like that. Ali i remember is t hat ah, when 1 

went to buy the bullets, I wanted to buy the bu llets that, that exploded . 

Hollow point? 

I don't know the name of it, that opened . 

Why wo uld you want that? 

Because if I want to, to kil l myself, I want it to ah, not to just go, not to do any 

harm, t o do big harm . 

And you w ere buying t hat gun for what reason ? Tell me again . Why were you 

buying a gun in the first place? 

The first one? 

Hum hun . 

To kill myself. 

To kill yourself. 

Yeah, that's why I made that hole in the wood. 

All right. Now you were very discriminative in what, 

Do you remember why I wanted to buy a second gun . 

Well as you're talking about that, some of that stuff kind of sparks in my memory 

to make me think that maybe you did shoot something at the range and 

somebody back up or said something about maybe a bigger bullet for more 

knock down power. I thought I remembered hearing about something that but 1 

couldn't even, 

No, no, no, no . Oh the only thing I remember was that I want to buy a bullet that 

woul d ah, um, do more harm . Ah, open inside your body to, to do more damage . 

And where'd you learn that at? 

Karl. 

Kar l told you about the bullets? 

Yeah. He, 

(inaudib le) . 
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Yea h, he taught me in the house . He taught me how to shoot ah, um, with a, 

help me out. 

Like a long gun, shot gun . 

Yeah shot gun . 

Okay did he have handguns in the house? 

Locked, yes . 

So why did you go buy, if you had, 

Because I tried to commit suicide several times. You didn't let me get into that 

yet . 

No, no what I'm saying though if he had guns in the house, why, 

Because I tried to get, to ki ll myself with a gun and then when he found out he 

took away all the guns from the house. 

Okay. How did you, how'd you fail? How did you not kill yourself? 

I got scared . I changed my mind but I told him you know that I tried to do that . 

All right. 

And then after that . 

No problem. Now, I want to go back. You remember very vividly, you kind of 

drew out the layout of upstairs for us, I mean, you were even pointing the gun in 

the direction that you thought you would have been pointing it back then. How 

many times, so he comes out of the bathroom, and I just want to replay that 

because this is, but I won't touch on a lot of different things here but this is the 

most important. 

Yeah . 

You're drinking. You're upset because he doesn' t , now he knows you're pregnant 

for the third time, he doesn' t want you to have that baby. He says I'm taking a 

shower, we'll talk about it. Now you ' re trying, you're gonna make an impact . You 

want him to see that you're serious about this, when he comes out of that room . 

Yeah . 

And you're standing there with that gun to your head . He comes out, and kind of 

stared at you for a few minutes . 

Didn't faze him . 

Not only does it not faze him, once you fall , you ' re on the ground, he says what? 

Go ahead . 

Just don't mess up my stuff. 

Yeah . 

Cuz my stuff's more important than you . Right? 

Yes, he didn't say it quite like that bu t, (inaudibl e). 

You bounce up off the ground . 
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Yeah. 

After he shoves you down, what, what's his action after that? Does he start 

going down the steps? 

No, no . The first bullet knocked him . 

What's that? 

The first bullet knocked him . 

Not him? 

Knocked him. Killed him. The first one. 

The first one killed him . 

The first one . He fell down. He fell down the stairs. But, but his one foot. I 

remember his one foot was like this . But it was not, that sound like (makes a 

sound ). He died instant ly. 

Let me ask you this. The first, now you have a laser on that gun. 

No but I didn 't need to use it because it was too fast . The laser was not for; 1 

didn't buy a gun to kill anybody. 

I'm not saying you did . 

So the laser beam was, there was no more use for it . (inaudible) . 

Listen to what I'm saying. Do you know where that first shot hit him? 

No, no I actually, I was just shooting. 

That's why I'm asking you because the laser, obviously if you have a laser 

pointing somewhere, it's hard to see where a bullet hits something but 

(inaudib le) laser pointing. 

No it was too fast. It's impossible to, to, to . 

How close was he to you when you fired that first shot? 

From here to there or less. From here to, 

So I would say most 6, 6 Yz or 8 feet maybe. 

Yes. Yes. 

So very close . 

Very close. 

Okay. And then, how many times did you shoot? 

In my head I had shot him three times. But the article say I shot 5 times. Hit him 

three bullets and 2 were, hit the, hit the room. 

We'll get into that. 

But in my head I had shot him three times and saved 2 bullets for myself. 

We'll get into that. Because that touches on, we're gonna do a little math 

problem . I know your intelligent, we're gonna work on math here . 

I don't know if it's true that there were 5 shots . I read that on the internet. 

I understand . 
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You know. 

I remember when you told me on the plane, if I remember correctly, you said 

that it happened so fast, it shot, and you remem ber shooting a couple times but 

you just, you didn 't,remember how many cuz you when you went into the 

bedroom you thought you had 2 more bullets . 

No. no . 

When you went to, (inaudible) right? 

In my head, I, I counted three bullets . 

You counted three . 

In my head I counted three bullets . 

Right. 

So in my head, I knew there were five, so less three there was still two . So 1 went 

to the bed, I only needed one to kill myself. But I had two . Because in my head 1, 

I, I. 

All right, we' re gonna get back to that. 

Shot 3 times. 

So he's shot three times. 

In my head I, I don't know if I hit him, or not. In my head . 

Okay. The first shot you know, I mean , 

The first shot I know hit him because I saw how he fell. 

And you said you know it killed him . He went right down, his foot buckled . You 're 

describing how his foot buckled . 

No it looked like that was the look. I didn't know, he looked like, I didn't know for 

sure, he looked like the first one was the bullet that killed him from the, the way 

he didn't make a sound. 

Hum hun . 

So ah, that's what I think happened . 

Now regardless of the number of shots you actually fired or what you think you 

read or what have you . Where did you fire, did you fire all the shots from 

upstairs or did you go down to where he was at the bottom of the ste ps. 

I don't remember. 

And shoot more? 

I don't remember that part . It happened too fast . 

Because one thing I'm gonna tell you , I' m gonna let out, but you probab ly read 

on, do you remember reading anything on the news about the coroner's report? 

I read a few things. 

Do you remember anything about a contact gunshot wound? 

No. I don't know that. 
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Do you know what a contact gunshot wound is with all the research you've done 

about suicide and, 

Contact? 

Contact . 

What' s the contact, yeah . 

In close proximity, very close. 

Yeah . 

He had one of those. 

It's possible, it's possible that I hit him once, I don't remember. I' m gonna say 

that's possible . I don't remember . I cannot say something to you that I don't 

remem ber. 

And I wouldn't ask you to . 

Right. But it's possible . I remember very clearly the first one . That I remem ber 

the first one . And then I know that I shot him 2 more times but I don't remember 

if it was on top or if I went, had went down to shoot him. I don't remember. But 

it's possible that I did . 

Possible that you did. 

Yes. It's possible. 

It's not out of the rea lm of possibility. 

No. No, no it's not. 

Because what could have happened there, I mean, you're mad right, I mean 

basically he told you that his paintings are more important than you . 

Yeah, 

You're pissed . 

Yeah. 

And I think most people would be at that point right? 

Yes. Yes . 

So you hit him, he goes down. You go down to the bottom of the steps, is he still 

moving, is he still breathing? 

No, no . He was already not moving because he didn't make that sound of (made 

sound) you know, nothing. So it was too fast . It's like I thi nk, I don't remember if 

I went down and shot two more times or if I shot from the top. From the top of 

the stairs. That what I don't know. But, but I know I shot three times. That's what 

I remember . I may have shot five but I only remember three . 

So it's possible . 

And it's very possible that I shot five times because I told you that I went back to 

the room . 

To the bedroom . 
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To shoot at myself in the wood, I, nothing happened. 

Hum hun . 

So it baffled, I was confused because in my head I had shot, I had shot three 

times. 

Not five . 

Not five. 

It would make sense if you shot five because you, 

It made sense. 

Pulled the trigger twice, nothing happened . 

Right. I got very confused . But I don't have that much experience with guns. And 

I thought the bullets are bad, maybe they're, there's a problem, that ah, there 

was bad manufacturing, there was a manufacturing problem with the bullets. So 

I got to go back to the basement and, and change the bullets, put new bullets in . 

To go back in and kill myself. Ah, but in the meantime, I think is when I'm going 

down, I don't remember if I was going down or up the stairs and I had, oh it was 

when I was going up because (inaudible) home and then I think to myself. 1 think 

that time of going down to the basement and having time to put in ah, five new 

bullets I came to my senses. And when I went up again and I saw him there and 1 

realized what I had done and I took up his (inaudible) and checked his breathing. 

What'd you do next? 

When I saw that he was not breathing at all, I went running back into the 

bedroom to, to shoot myself a third time. That was when it was ah, not the, ah 

the reason why I didn't shoot myself the third time was not because it was hard, 

it was because I thought of my family. 

I gotcha . Makes sense. 

Yeah . 

I get you . 

I wanted to tell them . 

Now he was covered up . Why did you cover him up? 

See yes because when I went back. No, I think I didn 't come back to the house, 1 

went um, I went straight from the bank to the airport . I didn't go back to the 

house. Because I, I, I want to have time to to fly . So I put a cover over him and a 

letter in case somebody came to the window, they would not see his body. So 1 

would have time to take to the airport . 

To get out of the country . 

To get out of the country. 

Can I ask a question? 

Sure. 
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I' ll jump in, (inaudible) . There's something I'm curious about that confused me. 

Why didn't you just, I know there ' s isn 't like a direct flight from Pittsburg to 

Brazil but why didn 't, 

There is, no there isn't. 

Tell the truth, why did you fly from Pittsburg to LaGuardia, and then change 

airport. There wasn't, 

There was (inaudible) . Right next to each other. 

Yeah, there wasn't a way to book a flight like when I flew down there a couple 

days ago. 

Yeah. 

To get you . They didn 't let us fly down (inaudible). 

No. 

We had to fly American, we had to go to Miami and change the plane. We were 

able to do it right from here. 

No. Listen . There were no flights from, at that time from Pittsburg to ah, to JFK. 

Okay. So that was the only way to get there . You had to go to LaGuardia. 

Yeah . Yeah, they're really five minutes away. 

(inaudible) I' m familiar and you use to live there . 

Yeah and I got there, um, I don't know, probably 2, before 2 PM or after PM and 

the flight to Brazil was only at 6 at night. So I had plenty oftime. 

You had 4 hours and, 

I wasn't in no rush to, to get to JFK. I was ready to get to New York because the 

flight to Brazil was from New York. 

Okay. But that's probably not uncommon to fly to LaGuardia and then just grab, 

get a cab or a, 

And I didn 't have money for the ah, for the ticket. I had to fly with his ah, flying 

privileges . Urn, as a spouse I could fly with urn, I had flying privileges. 

Was that for both flights? 

No. 

Just the one to ah, 

Just the one. 

To Pittsburg. 

Yeah, yeah . 

All right. So you head down there. And check into the hotel, then you go stay 

with Dad for a couple days . At what point does this start setting in, this is, really 

interest ing to me. By now you know what happened . You know what you did. It's 

all coming together. 

Claudia : Yes. 

45 



Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

What's going on down in Brazil? 

Weill tried to, I wanted to kill myself. I had the fixation . I wanted to kill myself. 

So when my father told me those words, they moved me a lot and I wanted to 

enjoy that a little bit more. I wanted to prolong my time with my family, as much 

as I could . So I, I was saying a long goodbye to them. So I, I spent, those, I don't 

know, 4 days with my father. 3, 4 days and he said ah, I talked to your siblings 

and they think it's better that you don't stay here with me. You go to Brasilia 

because there's more people there to cheer you up. Here's it's just me and you. 

You're too sad, you don't talk, you don't eat, you don't do anything so I, I think 

it's the environment. I have no more money, cuz (inaudible) the ticket. So 1 went 

to Brasilia and I, I had an apartment there that my sister lived in and I just stayed 

with my sister. She had kids and more people and, 

Did everybody down there know who you were, what was going on up here? Did 

they know about what happened? 

My whole family, yes. And they took care of me. 

What about the people of Brazil. I mean, did you just blend in down there? And 

nobody really knew what was going on? 

No that didn't hit the news in there for I think a year or two. Yeah, so ah, um, so 

they cheered me up. They tried to cheer me up because nothing was, and 1 tried 

to, the same thing that I did in the hotel, in Rio, I did in Brasilia, 4 times. I went to 

the um, to another hotel. I went to the 13th floor and I tried the same thing but 

for some reason things did not work out for me. 

What was you gonna do, you were gonna try to jump? 

Jump. Yeah. Cuz I spent all the money that, that I had. Ah, going to those hotels . 

Try to kill myself. So I figured out that would be very hard . 

Hum hun . 

To kill myself that way. I just didn't have the courage to do that. I was trying to 

(inaudible). Um I would wait too long, and um, things just didn't work out . And 1 

was running out of money. I said, I don't have any more money to keep going to 

hotels. And I had a little piece of land, that I had from many years before, 

(inaudible) before um, I went back to Brazil. But there was no construction there. 

So I, ah, I, I, that 10 thousand dollars that I gave to my father, was gave me, all 

back to me and I was living off of that money but I was spending it all. And 1 was 

spending it like water because I thought I don't need money, I'm gonna kill 

myself. Why do I need money. I would go to expensive hotels, register myself. 

And and then I, I thought um, was running out of money but ah, I think I still had 

4 um, I had a thousand left. I spent all the money real quick and I bought some 
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wood and some bricks, t o bu ild a litt le shack. And I bought a little um, be et le, 

beetle . 

Hum hun. 

(inaudible) cuz I thought I wanted to commit suicide was to the exhaust of the 

car. So I figured I would get ah, the car in that room and I would get it running 

and I would take some sleeping pills and I would die from the um, urn . 

Carbon monoxide. 

Yeah . Carbon Monoxide . Um, then ah, I had a problem because it, when the 

Beetle was inside that little shack, it made so much noise . 

You couldn't fall asleep. 

No. The neighbors. The neighbors would . The neighbors would hear that noise 

and go there and try to find out what was going on . So I figured that I would 

have to wait until ah, some, festivity day, carn ival, some day that was, had a lot 

of music going on for me to do this . So as I kept postponing, and postponing ah, 1 

was um, getting better, getting stronger psychologically um and um, and I met 

my husband there . 

You got married again down there? 

I did . 

Did you really? 

(inaudible) . 

I did . I've been married for 11 years . 

Really? 

Yeah . 

You mean from the time you got down there you think you got married right 

away? 

Yeah to a guy that worked in the construction store ah that helped me build the 

shack. He was ah, what do you call it . Non educated man, a very . 

You kind of said he was like a farmer . 

Farmer. 

Let me ask you a question . When did you get married? Do you rem ember when 

your wedding day was? 

12. 

No, no . 

There was two types of wedding. There's official and the non-official. 

Okay. 

I mean we got into a relat ion ship . 

Right. 

Ah , in 2007. Like ah, around June, I got there . 
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Actually 3 months after being down there . 

No, I, I thought we start talking, 6 months, we (inaudible) out . We were I ike 

flirting, flirting. 

Did you know him before you went to Brazil this time? Was it somebody you 

knew from your past in Brazil? 

No, no, no. 

You met him when you got there . 

In the construction. It was the third time I saw him . 

Did he know what happened up here? 

No. I told him in the store, 

That'd probably be a deal breaker I would imagine. 

Yeah . Exactly. Ah, so I was afraid of telling him the story cuz I told him that 1 was 

Rio De Genaro . I was there hiding from my husband that was a police officer that 

I didn't want to be married to him anymore and he um, swore me to death. And 1 

had to hide . Nobody could know where I was . That's why I was hiding that, that 

ah, in the middle of nowhere . Building a shack in the middle of nowhere so my 

husband that wanted to kill me wouldn't find me. But after he built that little 

shack I had some ah, articles, newspaper articles and some pictures of Karl in a 

box in that shack. And because he took him, that shack, he saw those papers. 

And he figured out that my story was not exactly the way I, I said. He confronted 

me and I said look, it's better that you don't ask too many questions. You know 

enough. Ah , took maybe, maybe that's not entirely the truth but if I tell you the 

truth, you're probably not gonna want to ta lk to me anymore and I started 

crying. He said try me out. I think he's gonna be surprise and then um, 

something like that ah and then I said the rest. He already knew that my story 

wasn't true . And I took a chance. And so I told him the whole thing. I said look if 

you want to leave now and never talk to me again go right ahead . I will 

understand. He said no, no . I, I like you more now that you told me the truth 

than before. 

And you're still with him. Then after you wanted, ah, that's when you wanted 

Sean to call and get your property and stuff. 

Yeah . 

Right, that's who we called to get your stuff. 

Yeah . Yeah. 

Okay. Same person . 

Same person . Yeah, we've been together 11 years . 

Did you ever think this day would come? 

Hm, no, no . I wanted to pay for my crime in Brazil. 

48 



Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Bill : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

Claudia: 

Det. Y: 

Claudia : 

Det. Y: 

And why is that? 

Cuz I wanted to be near ah my husband. Because it would hurt him too much to 

lose me. 

So you thought this would all be able to take place down there? 

Yeah. 

Sometime. 

No, I didn't mind to pay for my crime. But I wanted to be near my husband. 

What is the punishment for murder in Brazil? 

Ah , between 18 and 30 years . 

So it's kind of similar really. 

Yeah. 

So you're gonna probably, ballpark what you're facing up here. 

Hum hun . 

Right. 

Yeah, but here I'm don't, I'm not near anybody that I know. 

(inaudib le). 

I understand. You got frequent flyer miles with this guy over here . 

(laughing) Yeah that's the truth too. 

Something I'd like to ta lk, and what we'll do is, we'll take one more little break 

before we're done just to make sure that there's nothing. When we sat here 

with you for quite some time, this is probably the longest interview I've ever 

done. 

Yeah . But you're missing a very important part . 

Well we're not, listen. We'll listen to you all night . 

Yeah. 

I'm not worried about that . But, there's . I'd like to ask two things . First of all, if 

you could. Remember what we talked about earlier, if, if the Hoerig family was 

gonna be able to hear this or see this. 

Yeah, that was a lot, that I hadn't said about Karl. I think I said enough. I think 1 

said enough because if I say more, ah about his character, I'm afraid it's gonna 

hurt them too much . 

Well when you get the chance to say whatever you want, just like we said from 

the start, this is your story. Okay. You're the artist here . You paint the picture . 

But what I want to ask you, is if you had a chance to talk to his family right now, 

what would you say to them? 

I am so sorry. And I know your pain . Ah , and the pain that you feel of losing a son 

is the same pain that I feel losing my son . 

And you're talking about your babies? 
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Yeah. It' s not um, because it was only a fetus, that had no (inaudible) and what 

hurts me more is that's the part that I couldn't talk about, is because I was 

getting to the part that he was um, um, depressed and I want to get him 

treatment in Brazil because a pilot with mental problems ah, you force them to 

retirement. You can't be a pilot, you know that, you know about the story of the 

pilot, German pilot that, when the airplane, with 200 people would get, the 

mountains because he had depression, untreated depression . So um, he knew 

that if he had any situation of going to psychiatric, a psychiatrist, um, he would 

have to stop flying. So my plan is, to I was being his therapist, I was talking to 

him. He had a chance to cheer up and at the same time trying to get him 

medicine in Brazil, pick up medicine, you know, go to Brazil, not to just pick up 

medicine because ah, it's, you're allowed to bring him medicine but so he would 

take medicine without, off the record without anybody knowing that he was 

taking ah, psychiatric medication . 

Did he take these medicines? 

No. I wasn't able to get the medicine from Brazil. I only talked to my father about 

that. I spoke to my father about getting the ah, the ah medication . But I didn ' t fly 

to Brazil to get the medication. I was deciding that with Karl. So at one point 1 

had to tell his family what was going on, that he was very depressed . So I talked 

to his parents and we were figuring out a plan to help Karl but at one point 

Steve, he didn't like that. He figured that I shouldn't be involved in his family, in 

my marital problems. So things were um, ah, I wasn 't getting the support I 

needed because I was alone helping a sick man . It was too much for me. That 

was getting me mentally ah, sick. 

And where's this fall into the time frame of things? 

That was ah, the last four months . The last 4 months. So I was talking to his 

parents . We, we ah, they were being very supportive and they were very 

concerned about him . So um, then Steve got into the picture and he said, don 't 

you ever talk to my parents about your marital problems, do not ever involve my 

parents in your marital problems . So that was when I, again , I was alone with a 

big problem in my hands. 

Right. 

So I, I saw a light at the end of the tunnel with the parents but once Steve said 

don't, solve your own problems. Then I was alone again . 

Gotch a. 

Then I becam e very ill because ah , his family were encouraging me to not take 

the abuse . Ah you got to , yes you can wear, make this, yes you can wear closed 

ah shoes . 
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Then his parents even started siding with you at some point . 

Yes. Yes. You go, that's your own fault. Cuz you took the abuse . Because he 

doesn't let you ah, ah, wear jackets in the house. You can't put up with that. so 

they started encouraging me to stand up for myself. Um, ah, but once they got 

out of the picture, I didn 't feel strong enough to stand up for Karl, you know. 

Hum hun . 

So I said now I'm in trouble again . He's starting to dominate me again . And 1 was 

hurting again and I became very depressed. And I, that's when I tried to kill 

myself with a gun, with his gun . And but then, I, I didn't pu ll the trigger but 1 told 

him about the gun. He got all the guns out of the house. So then I tried to kill 

myself with sleeping pills . Ah, I took sleeping pills and I took the car and I fell into 

a pit, ah, with the car, into a pit and then they took me to the hospital. They, 

they. I was unconscious. And um, they saved me and they gonna release me like 

the next day, I think they gonna release me and they called in the nurse and said 

Mr. Hoerig do you think your wife should go back to the house ah, and then ah, 

he hesitated a little um, and I had told him about ah, oh that's the day when 1 

told him about the gun. He didn't know about the gun yet. Um, I told him before 

the sleeping pills I had tried to kill myself with your gun . Then he said oh my God. 

He got really nervous, then he told the nurse ah, I think she should stay in the 

hospital a couple more days, to see if she's really good . And the nurse wanted to 

know why, and he told them about the guns and, and then they committed me 

to a mental hospital and I stayed there um, a few weeks and the nurse said if you 

do that, don 't (inaudible) that marriage, you can go home. You know that all 1 

had was my job . It was tax season . Ali i had was my job (inaudible) . Ah, I'm gonna 

lose my job. I was in the middle of doing an audit for Salvation Army. And I said, 

I'm almost done with the audit, nobody knows, nobody can pick up where 1 left 

off and I'm gonna hurt that company, that firm and I'm gonna hurt myse lf 

professionally. You know that I love to work alii do is work . l work seven days a 

week, and I work, um, 14 hours a day. You know that I love to work . If you take 

that away from me, you're taking everything away from me. Please don't do 

that . So but it was too late because he had already told t he nu rse about the gun 

and they committed me. Then he felt real sorry, he went to the hospital to say 

how much he was sorry, how much he loved me but I was really angry at what 

he had done to me. And I, and the psychiatrist, everything we had to meet with a 

psychiatrist and I start telling to the psychiatrist that I wasn't crazy he was the 

crazy person . He should be there, not me. And then, then they thought I was 

really crazy because every crazy person thinks that the other person's crazy, and 

that they are normal. 
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Right . 

Things got worse to me, then I, I, they wouldn 't leave me out of the hospita 1. 

Then I got smart . I said this doctor is crazy (inaudible). I said I got to be smarter 

than him. Then I changed everything around . I said oh doctor you' re really right . 

I'm crazy. You're right, I'm crazy. And my husband, he's wonderful. Has done 

nothing wrong to me, I'm, now I see clear. I'm crazy. Yes I should be here but 1 

feel so much better. 

(laughing) . 

You can let me go home. But that didn't work so fast . It didn't work so fast . Still 

ah, kept me there till if I was consistent in saying that I was the crazy one, but 1 

was feeling better and that worked . So then he released me, I went back to 

work, but that day I was fine and then I went back home and ah, and ah, 1 was 

really, really depressed. He was really, really. He was happy to have to have me 

home cuz he could play his game, he took a few days off work to be with me. 

Well he didn't want you working anyway right? 

No, no he didn't want me working. 

He didn't want you working did he? 

No he did . He liked my money, he used my money. He lived off my money. Um, 

But he wanted you to leave that job in New York and come here . 

Yeah, but not, to live here but to get a job eventually. 

Hum hun. 

You know. He never gave me any money. 

One thing I didn't ask you, I guess going back to it . After you shoot, after you 

shoot, and you get your wits about you and you realize what just happened, did 

you ever think about calling the police? 

Yes . I did and I was but my, my father said, not because of the death penalty . 

Your dad was protecting his daughter. 

Yeah . I didn't care. 

How long after you shot him did you , all these conversations between your dad, 

your sister, your sister's husband, how long are you in that house after you shoot 

him before you actually leave? 

I think it took about one hour, one hour and a half maximum I think . 

So you ' re trying to figure out what the hell you should be doing right about an 

hour after that . 

No, I wanted to call the police . I was gonna call the police . When my, my father 

convinced me ah, not to kill myself, wasn 't my father, actually was the ah, 

(inaudible) . 
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Yeah, yeah . After I thought, yeah, call the police but then he ah, my idea ah, no . 

That wasn't. My father, my father knew about the death penalty but hadn't told 

me. I didn't know anything about the death penalty. 

Earlier when you were talking you said that you were talking to your father, you 

talked to the pastor, you talked to your sister, and you said there was an 

attorney. 

Yes . 

Did you actually talk to the attorney? 

No, no, no. 

Or just your family . 

No, I, I don't even know who his attorney was . The only thing I know is that 1 

heard somebody, either my father, my sister, they were ta lkin g to an attorney. 1 

could hear in the background . 

Somebody else was talking to somebody in the background. 

Yeah. Calling an attorney. 

Okay. 

And I don't know who this attorney was. I never seen him. 

Chris, what do you think. Now you've had almost 11 years to think about this . 

Now that you're here and the day has come, what do you think should happen 

to you and what you think your punishment should be? 

Live here. Doesn't matter to me, my life has been over since that day. It doesn't 

matter. I'm already dead inside . If you say, you're free to go, I still don't have a 

life. If you say you ' re free to go, where? Go back to Brazil. I don't expect that 

country anymore. Yes I probably would go back to Brazil because of my husband, 

but inside, I'm dead . To me it doesn't matter where I am. I live for people, 1 live 

for animals. I'm an animal protector, I take care of sick animals, dogs, cats, 

horses. Ah, whatever I find, if they're sick, that's my life mission to take care of 

other people. I feel like I'm taking care of my husband, he chose to remain. That 

has health problems, he cannot work. So I feel like I'm taking care of him . Like 

I'm taking care of the animals. So as long as I feel like um, helpfu l to somebody, 

no, I have, I have a reason to live . But not for me. I don 't care for me. Put me in 

here, prison in Brazil, ah, if I'm alive, I'm dead . I'm dead inside . I've been dead in 

ah, March lih, 2007 . Doesn't matter to me. 

That's strong. Very strong. 

Doesn't matter to me. 

Do you feel somewhat better now that you're here and this, next cha pter's been 

(inaudible) . 

I do . Because, I do . I do because it's closure for me. 
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Yeah, we talked about this a lot on the plane . 

And something that'll make you feel better, this is probably the last step of 

closure for his family cuz I know you said you care about his family and you care 

about what they think . 

Yeah. Yeah . 

So this is, this is, this is very important. 

I don't, don't care for Steve. Because of Steve and I don't like Steve because 

Steve is, is the reason why this whole thing happened. If Steve hadn't interfered 1 

would be married to this day. So I don't like Steve. He wasn't you know, he didn't 

do the right thing for his brother. 

I understand. 

He did a very bad thing. I don't like Steve. I like Paul, I like his mother, his ah, 

father. I like Eve his daughter, I like Brandon his son. I don't like Steve . Steve was 

bad. Not intentionally. I understand it was not intentional but he was impu lsive. 

He, he, he did very big harm. 

I understand. 

So Steve, I have resentment for Steve. 

Okay. Cuz what we're gonna do right now is we're gonna take one more little 

break okay. And while we're gone I want you to think about things that maybe 

you feel, least I hear, listen to quite a story about, pretty amazing, (inaudible) 

this all over the last 11 years. What happened prior to that, there may have been 

some things that we forgot to ask you and maybe some things that you think are 

important that we need to know? And those are the things that while we are out 

of the room for the next couple minutes, think about that and when we come 

back in, you're gonna have your change to tell us that stuff, all right? And we're 

gonna go talk about, hey is there anything else we need to talk to her about. 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

All right. Does it all make sense? Do you need any else, any water, any more 

tissues, anything like that? 

No I'm good. 

Okay we're gonna take a break. The time is 12:09 . 

That's the piece of wood? 

Yeah. We're back on and it's 12:14. And I brought this thing in just so you knew, 

for 11 years. We had our ideas and we had our thoughts . 

What did you think? 

Well we thought of a few different things . We thought about the suicide thing. 

Oh . 
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But not in the same manner you did. 

Oh. 

Had you lean ing over or something like that. 

Leaning over? 

Yeah . But it was just something that came to our mind and we also thought 

maybe it was a booby trap if somebody opened the door, could there have been 

something tied to the, the trigger to make, you know. 

Oh. 

To shoot (inaudible) . We thought maybe it was booby trapped so if you opened 

the door, whoever opened the door would get shot . 

But it wou ldn't, 

Whether it was Karl or whether it was us. 

(inaudible) . 

Well right . Right we couldn't figure out. They, it didn't, it was. 

But you didn't see the seat? 

You got to remember, I'm getting old . My memory's not w hat it use to be so 1 

can't rea lly say, I don't know. 

You don't have pictures of em? 

Yeah, but. I didn't know you were coming. 

I see. Yeah . 

Okay. 

This is about ah, (inaudible) on the bed. 

Well be lieve me, we'll be going through this (inaudible) with a fine tooth comb. 

Um. One of the, I guess probably the simplest question that I didn't ask. Other 

than killing him, wouldn't it been easier to get a divorce? 

I tried, he wouldn't let me. 

How far. did you go? I, mean would you, did you tell, you told him you wanted a 

divorce? 

Almost every day. 

And what was his story, what was his answer? 

I love you. I beg you, I'll change . I love you. I love that you, I want to live with 

you, you're one of the most beautifu l woman in the world . I love you, I swear I'm 

gonna change . Why do I, ah, won't accept a man asking for forgiveness? 

Is that how that works? 

All right . 

In my mind I hadn 't tried long enough. Only two years with him . Not like I tried 

for 10 years long, oh I put up with you ten years, it's not gonna work . Had been 

only two years . So you know, I had to try a little bit more. 
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So you made your thing yourself? 

Yeah . 

What'd you use to make a little hole? 

Ah, had many tools, many, many tools . 

You pretty handy? 

Very. Very. I build houses, I paint houses. I do my own stuff. Very handy. 

Did you just put the end of the gun on there and kind of trace it and then figure 

out a way to cut the hole? 

Yeah . Yeah. 

It's not a bad job . 

No. 

Is there anything else that you want to say, that you want to get off your chest 

that you think we should know? Urn that you want to talk to us about, anything 

else, now's the chance. 

There's so many things that, urn, 

Well here's what I can tell you . Here's what you can expect from this point 

forward. Okay. At some point obviously you're gonna go into our jail tonight. 

And at some point maybe as early as tomorrow you're gonna see a judge. 

Really? For what? 

For your murder charge. 

What they'll do, is like you have a charge but then they will bring you to court, 

it's a lot different from, they'll bring you to court, in front of the judge, the 

charge will be read to you in court, you'll be told what your rights are, more 

rights, the opportunity to get an attorney, so you'll have to go over to court to 

do that. They'll walk you over to the court, for that. 

Hum hun. 

Now if, once you get an attorney, like we talked earlier, once you get an attorney 

now I can't come talk to you. If tomorrow morning when you wake up if you 

want to talk to me, you should ask one of the officers working there and I'll come 

see you . Okay, if there's something else that maybe we forgot tonight, that you, 

but once you have an attorney the (inaudible) we won't be able to talk to you. 

Oh really. 

That, then what will happen is, it'll be your attorney talking to our attorneys, 

that's how that works. Okay. But um, I, to be honest with you, I'm glad this day 

came. I never thought in a million years this day would come. 

Yeah . 

All right. You know what I've learned in the last 3, 4 hours. I've learned that, this 

has brought you some closure . It' s gonna bring his family some closure . And it's 
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gonna bring us some closure. So I'm kind of, I'm glad that this happened this way 

in the end. I appreciate, I appreciate your honesty. I appreciate you talking to us. 

It makes no difference to me . You know. 

I think we've talked about that. It's important. For you, it's important for the 

family, it's important for us. I think. And you wanted, and you wanted, you 

wanted to tell, you wanted to tell your story. And you got the opportunity to tell . 

(inaudible). 

(inaudible) . 

There were many things that we didn't know, that we, now we do. And that's 

very important. 

Yeah . Please understand, this man better, you have to know that he was a 

subscriber to that called Hog Tie. That's what he did to me. And he forced me to 

watch a show that I hated that's called Mile High, that is about ah, couple 

swinging, while, with a crew of men, men with men, women with women, urn, 
men, that whole dirty thing. And he forced me to watch another IV show called 

ah, Big Love. It's love, it's a man with severa l wives and he did want me to accept 

him to have a second wife to live with us. Not a wife, but a maid from Brazil to 

spice up our sex life. And I hate getting an ul timatum, like if you don't do that, 

our marriage, it's not gonna work. So you know all those things were very 

disturbing to me. He wanted me, to be a person, to have a sexual behavior that 

ah, just didn't agree with me. 

I understand. I appreciate you, like I said, being honest, wanting to talk to us 

about that, 

Yeah. 

I'm sure it's hard to, 

Yeah, to have another woman ah, as his wife and accept him to be with men, 

women, everything and, that um, I couldn't live with that . That wasn't possible . 

I understand . 

It was impossible. 

I understand. 

You know. So it, what. I didn't leave him but I didn't say yes to him so that 

frustrated ah, him and caused a lot of friction between us. You know. So our 

marriage wasn't smooth because he wanted to turn me into a geisha, into a very 

passive woman that didn't talk and have an opinion. Had many different rules . 1 

couldn't talk, I couldn't have an opinion, I couldn't watch, I could only watch the 

TV shows that he wanted. I couldn't go to sleep . No, I had to stay up with him 

until the time he wanted to turn off the IV even though he knew that I had to 

work the next day. So you know, that was killing me. 
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Hum hun. 

You know so the days that he was home I had to stay up till3 o'clock in the 

morning for, then I had to be up at 5 o'c lock in the morning to go to work the 

next day. 

Right. 

So that's when I started getting fat . And, and things got worse progressively 

because he wanted to control my thoughts, every thought out of mine, every 

move of mine, the clothes that I wore, had to wear only what he picked for me. 

And I had to sleep naked . No socks, no pajamas, no, no underwear no nothing. 

And walked around, that's degrade, to walk around naked in the house with high 

heels. 

Hum hun . 

That's, that's, that's insane. That's degrading. 

Right. 

So that's the kind of stuff I went through and other few things but there are a 

few things that I don't feel comfortable talking about. 

And that's fine . I understand. I think that you've done a very good job . Shed a lot 

of light to making sure we, so we (inaudible) . 

Yeah he was a weird man. Ah sexually he was weird and also he was suffering 

from depression and um he wasn't doing well in his job . 

And I agree . 

And I tried to help him as much as I could . 

We're gonna stop things now, 12:23 and it's now the 18th of January. Claudia and 

answered (inaudible) of your own free will right? 

Yes I did . 

And we told you that you didn't have to talk to us and you chose to talk to us? 

Yeah . 

And we went over your constitutional rights and your Miranda which you 

understood, signed and waived correct . 

Hum hun . Yes. 

Chris, I really appreciate it . 

Did I help you in any, 

You helped everybody. 

Here's what I'm gonna tell you. I mean from a police standpoint. I don 't want to 

see cases that aren't, 

Just bothered by, 

And the little things like, 
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Chris you talked about that didn't you? Thi ngs that are unfinished bother yo u . 

They bother us. 

Yes. 

Finally, 

(inaudible) . 

Now we understand . 

I told you this thing wasn't far away. I told you earlier. Somebody, ah, I thought 

about this piece of wood a lot. 

You didn't figure out the, the 

I had ideas . That wasn't one of them. But not that way. 

I tried to think about that second gun . And I, I was thinking maybe if the trigger 

was ah, to pull , 

Hum hun. 

I think quite honestly, I don 't remember the reason, I wanted that second gun . 

Even t he guy at the (inaudible) . That's just something that you, 

Yeah, but I, 

(inaudible) do about, 

It's something that, was, lost my mind com pletely but because you brought that 

up, I have seen myself, it's not gonna cha nge anything. But I, I'm forcing myself 

to try to remember the reason and I was thinking it had something to do with 

the trigger being hard, easier to pull. Cuz I, I did this after I wanted to buy a 

second gun. After. So I think that when I did that, that I found a way that I could 

pull the trigger, then I didn ' t need a second gun anymore . Because this would 

solve the problem. 

Th is (inaudible) . 

Yeah . 

Okay. 

All right. We're gonna stop it . The time is 12:26 . 

End of Statement 
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